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HIS GLORY, NAME AND PRAISE 
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HOU who wast rich beyond all splendour, 
All for 
Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 


love’s sake becamest poor; 





Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor 
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Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 







All for love’s sake becamest poor. 


Thou who art God beyond all praising, 
All for love’s sake becamest Man; 

Stooping so low, but sinners raising 
Heavenwards by Thine eternal plan 

Thou who art God .beyond all praising, 
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All for love’s sake becamest Man. 


Thou who art love beyond all telling, 
Saviour and King, we worship Thee. 
Immanuel, within us dwelling, 4 
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Make us what Thou wouldst have’ us_ be. 
Thou who art love, beyond all telling, 
Saviour and King, we worship Thee® 
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(Lesson for December®25) 





Words by Bishop Frank Houghton; music, an arrangement of an old French carol melody by Thomas Barlow. 
Words used by permission of British Inter-Varsity Fellowship. 



















A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 


Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people, for unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10b, ‘11. 


For God so loved the world, that He GAVE 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. John 3:16. 


The GIFT of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23. 


Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable GIFT. 
2 Cor. 9:15. 


MY RESPONSIBILITY 


The major responsibility of every true Christian is making certain that ALL PEOPLE be informed 
of the GIFT OF GOD, even the Saviour, who gives eternal life to whosoever believeth in Him. The 
true Christian will examine self as to whether this major responsibility has been overlooked in the 
modern, mad rush of exchanging material gifts with relatives and friends. 


WAITING FOR YOU TO ACT 


More than one-third of ALL PEOPLE (Luke 2:10) have never once heard of the Saviour, and 
woe the exploding world population the percentage of those who have never heard grows greater 
each year. 

Our eyes turn toward India, (one of the 110 nations where the Bible Meditation League has 
been supplying during the past decade Scriptures, Bible study material and tracts absolutely free of 
cost to missionaries of more than forty denominations and societies) and in this one nation we find 
a quarter of a BILLION people who know nothing of the Saviour who was born for them and 
died for them. 

It was to take the message of salvation to these people, living in the more than five hundred 
fifty thousand villages and small towns, that the League Crusade was organized, with dozens of mis- 
sionaries and hundreds of national Christians going forth as volunteer workers to carry the Good 
News of the GIFT of God. Families and bicycles of workers are shown in this picture. 

Approximately twenty-five dollars is needed for the Scriptures, study material and follow-up litera- 
ture for each village visited. More than twenty thousand villages are on the waiting lists which have 
been filed with the League office. To every true Christian steward who contributes the funds for 
one or more villages, and who promises to pray daily for the village or villages, the names will be sent 
upon request. How many of these never-before-witnessed-in villages in India will you include in 
your Christmas GIFT list? 

To every person who contributes in any amount to this ministry will be sent a beautiful painting 
of a typical India village scene, as painted by a renowned national artist in Calcutta. 

Colored slides and a thrilling taped description of the slides may be reserved for your church 
organization. 


I’M PLACING THIS ON MY LIST! 


The Bible Meditation League, Inc., ST 
P.O. Box 477, Columbus 16, Ohio 


I am enclosing $_____ _ as my GIFT in the Name of Jesus Christ for the evangelizing of the never-before 
witnessed-in villages of India. I would ( ) would not ( ) like the names of my villages for which I am contributing 
$25.00 or more. 

I would like to have (_.) of the famed Heaven’s Blessing Bank Books for use in my church, same without 
cost to me. 

I would like to have the reservation form for requesting the loan of the colored slides on the India village evar 
gelism. ( ). 





NAME 
Local address — 
P.O. and State 
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The Gospel of Christmas 


“God so loved ... that he gave...” 


The good news of Christmas is not a date in history, 
for no one knows with certainty when Christ was born 
and the early church knew nothing of Christmas day. 
The good news of Christmas is not festival with its gifts, 
fun, feast, its yule log and lighted Christmas tree. These 
are all vestiges of a pagan and sensual culture that knew 
nothing of the true God and of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
The good news of Christmas is a Person—“God’s unspeak- 
able gift”—God incarnate—“a saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.” The celebration of Christmas probably began in 
the latter half of the fourth century, A.D., in Rome. 
There had been a general “conversion” of the heathen. 
During this period there was no severe persecution, but 
rather a general softening of any rigid opposition between 
the church and the world. Then, as always, the friendship 
of the world was enmity with God. Then, as has so often 
been the case since, an unscriptural ecclesiastical hierarchy 
led the church away from the Saviour into spiritual adultery. 
Philip Schaff, the church historian, writes, “The Christmas 
festival was probably the Christian transformation or regen- 
eration of a series of kindred heathen festivals—the Sat- 
urnalia, Sigillaria, Juvenalia and Brumalia—that were kept 
in Rome in the month of December, in commemoration of 
the golden age of universal freedom and equality, and in 
honor of the unconquered sun, and that were great holi- 


days, especially for slaves and children. This connection 
accounts for many customs of the Christmas season, like 
the giving of presents to children and to the poor, the light- 
ing of wax tapers, perhaps also the erection of Christmas 
trees, and gives them a Christian import; .. . it also betrays 
the origin of the many excesses in which the unbelieving 
world indulges in this season.” The Reformation, with its 
attempts to restore primitive Biblical Christianity, and in 
particular the stricter Calvinistic churches, for a time did 
away with all annual church festivals as human institutions; 
but more recently the increase of worldliness and material- 
ism even in these churches has brought with it a resuscita- 
tion of church festival, and today the Christmas season is 
generally celebrated throughout Christendom with most 
of its original pagan appendages. The secular world, with 
its incessant cry for bread and circuses, too celebrates 
Christmas, openly and frankly without Christ. There is 
an organized attempt to rid Christmas of any religious 
significance or mystery, and in some respects the twentieth 
century pagan of the western world is grosser in his mate- 
rialistic culture than his classical counterpart. It is sig- 
nificant that the Saviour never asked His followers to 
celebrate His birth. He did both invite and command 
them to remember Him in His death, and to this end He 
(Continued on page 993) 
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“There was no room for them in the 


“Nilo Room... in the Inn” 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


place where you will be willing that 
Christ, who claims the first place in 
our hearts and lives, shall be given 
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us Satisfied to live without Jesus Christ. 
I want also to try to bring you to that 





bring us. And if we experience that 
submission, it will be for every one of 
us the beginning of the life that is life 
indeed—abundant, influential, and God- 
glorifying. . 

“There was no room for them in the 
inn.” Surely this is one of the most 
pathetic sentences in the Scriptures. 
Certainly there is no sadder word in 
the New Testament than that in which 
is recorded the attitude of those to 
whom Christ came at the very begin- 
ning of His earthly life—“There was 
no room ... in the inn.” 


The circumstances you will readily 





recall. The Son of God came to this 
earth of ours in great simplicity to 
accomplish the work of redemption. 
He sought a place of birth, but none 
was available to Him in the abodes of 
men. The little group of Galilean 
peasants came to Bethlehem only to 
find that every apartment was occupied. 
There was no accommodation available 
for such ones as they were—poor and 
uninfluential. It was a time in which 
many other visitors, considered to be 
of far greater importance, were in town, 
and rooms were at a premium. So be- 
cause there was “no room .. . in the 
inn,” they were put into the stable. 
And there the Lord of glory was born, 
and the manger was His first cradle. 

Is it not pathetic to think of the awful 
mistake that the people of Bethlehem 
made that night? Does it not seem in- 
credible; in the light which is now cast 
upon the whole circumstance, that such 
an error should have been perpetrated? 
Yet it is true that this is the only an- 
swer the world gave to the Lord of life 
and glory in that day—‘“No room!” 

Now that answer in all its pathetic 
sadness and strangeness is prophetic. 
It pictures Christ’s treatment at the 
hands of the world He came to bless. 
How true was it in the days of His 
flesh that there was no room for Him! 
“No room” in the religious, political, 
social, or personal spheres of life for 
Him who was the Lord of all! How 
true, subsequently, in all the ages in 
which He has come to men, knocking 
at the door of their hearts, making His 
rightful claim and demand upon them, 
seeking the government and possession 
of their lives! How often have these 
Bethlehem circumstances been actu- 
ally reconstructed in all their essentials, 
and how often is this same verdict re- 
corded—no room for Jesus Christ! 

We read this record again today, and 
as we read, we say, “Surely this can- 
not be the One who comes with His 
hands and His heart full of gifts to 


men, gifts of healing, of life, of par- . 


don, of blessing! And yet it is He. 
Christ gets today just the same response 
from thousands of hearts as He did 
on that night in Bethlehem so long ago 
—‘“no room.” 

Let me point out that there is a like- 
ness and a difference in the Christ who 
came to Bethlehem, and the Christ with 
whom we have to do, and who seeks to 
make Himself known in all the ex- 
periences that go to make up life. There 
is, indeed, a likeness, for He is the same 
Christ, making the same demands, and 
asking for the same fellowship that 
was then denied Him. But there is a 
difference also, and, it is a difference 
that makes our responsibility heavier 
than was theirs who first denied Him 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I have loved thee with an ever- 
lasting love: therefore with loving- 
kindness have I drawn thee” (Jer. 
31:3). 
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room. For we know Him as they 
could not. We know Him in all the 
light that His Word, and that all sub- 
sequent history, casts upon Him. We 
know Him, too, in the claims that are 
set up eternally by the Cross of Cal- 
vary. We know Him as the one who 
bore the penalty of our sins on Cal- 
vary’s tree. We know Him as the one 
who rose again, and who is now alive 
forevermore. Yes, we know Him as 
they of old could not know Him, and 
this knowledge of ours only adds to 
our responsibility. 

This is the test of all true Christian 
life. As a matter of fact, we are not 
Christians at all if these words are in 
any degree true of us—that we have 
no room for Christ in our lives. For 
true faith is not merely something that 
we believe. It is rather something to 
which we relate the whole of life as a 
consequence of believing. Faith is not 
a mere mental assent to facts concern- 
ing Christ. Faith is a self-surrender- 
ing union with the One about whom 
we believe these things. What place 
have we assigned in our lives to the 
government of Jesus Christ? Is Christ 
on the threshold, or on the throne? Is 
Christ crucified afresh by our rejection 
of Him, or is He crowned by our de- 
votion, our love, and our obedience? 

Now, let us get back to Bethlehem. 
What was the cause of this tragedy? 
How came it that they had no room for 
Him except such as was found in a 
stable? I think it was that they were 
preoccupied. They were just too busy 
to have anything to do with that little 
pilgrim party that promised so little 
from the material point of view. They 
were evidently not profitable guests. 
Then, too, it was a time when all 
available accommodation was called 
for. They failed to recognize that here, 
at least, was a claim upon their human 
sympathy that perhaps in their less oc- 
cupied moments they would not have 
denied. 

So Christ was crowded out. It is 
literally a fact that there was no room 
for Him. And these words are actually 
true in some lives today. Every cham- 
ber of the soul is so filled with human 
interests that there is little room for 
Christ there. So many lives are 
crowded to the full with possessions 
and pleasures. If you are so preoc- 
cupied as to have no room for Christ 
in your life, then that life of yours is 
a failure. 

What are some of the common causes 
of this fatal preoccupation that char- 
acterizes so many lives? First it is 
true to say that the world enchains us. 
I do not mean the world as God made 
it, but rather that spirit that rules in 
men’s minds, and dominates their in- 
terest, claiming their life-power for 
unworthier purposes than the glory and 
service of God. It is not an exaggera- 
tion to say that those who come under 
its spell and tyranny cannot find room 
for Jesus Christ in their lives, for the 
world itself has no room for Christ. 
The world is fully occupied with things 
that profit not, because they are not, 
and cannot be related to the will and 





government of God. There is no room 
in the world for the divine Disturber 
—that is what Christ necessarily is to 


many. It is not all peace and joy and 
happy emotion for one to come into 
fellowship with Jesus Christ. It means 
certain exclusions and subtractions from 
every life, for Christ comes to make 
us good, and pure, and holy; and this 
transformation cannot be effected with- 
out the displacement of many things. 
Again, there is sometimes no room 


(Continued on page 990) 





_— oe Notes on- 
: = SOpen letters 


Should Men Change 
God’s Word? 


I am sending a question for your 
“Open Letter” department. 

Is there any justification for men 
to change God’s Word? They have 
changed Heb. 4:12 from “the word 
of God is quick and powerful” to 
“the word of God is living and ac- 
tive.” “Quick” is an English word 
that suited God’s purpose. It is used 
many times and the context nearly 
always shows the meaning to be 
“higher life,” and I believe God said 
that His Word is “powerful.”—A 
Washington reader. 





If we believe that “all scripture is 
given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 
3:16), and that “holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” 
(2 Pet. 1:21), then we must believe 
that the Scriptures are unchangeable 
since they are the expression of an un- 
changeable God (Mal. 3:6; Jas. 1:17). 
The verbal inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, which is the position held by 
Fundamental Christians, maintains that 
the Bible, even to its very words, is 
inspired. While God employed human 
writers, He so directed them that, with- 
out destroying their own individuality 
and literary style, He caused them to 
set down the very words He wished 
them to record. There can be, there- 
fore, no justification for men to change 
this original inspired Word of God. 

However, we should be careful not 
to make this claim of infallibility for 
copies, translations, or quotations. Im- 
mediately the objection will be raised, 
“Since we have no original manuscripts 
of the books of the Bible, how can we 
then know that we have a reliable and 
authentic Bible? The answer is that 
by a most careful study and compari- 
son of the copies we do have, together 
with the quotations found in the writ- 
ings of the early Church Fathers, we 
can be assured that the text of the 
Bible as we have it today is a very 


(Continued on page 991) 
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ginning of the eternal Son of God; 
rather, it should commemorate His 
entry into the human race. 

When the Second Person of the 
Triune God laid aside His uncreated 
glory and received a natural, normal 
human body and soul, He did so in 
order that He might become Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. This He 
became by being born of a virgin at 
Bethlehem and then fulfilling His 
earthly ministry to the full satisfaction 
of God the Father by freely laying 
down His life at Calvary as our sin- 
bearer. He came from Heaven to earth 
that He might take us from earth to 
Heaven. He could never have become 
the Messiah, never have been our Sav- 
iour, and never have received our hom- 
age apart from His incarnation and 
atoning death. 


(U sinning ot does not mark the be- 


A Dialogue in the Throne Room 


A dialogue between God the Father 
and God the Son is recorded by the 
Holy Spirit in Hebrews 10 as taking 
place when God the Son was about to 
become the Son of man. 

The eternal Son of God, apparently 
speaking in the throne room of Heaven, 
declares that the Father has prepared 
a body for Him—a body of humiliation 
in which He would toil, suffer, and die. 
In this perfectly natural yet sinless 
body, Jesus Christ lived His life on 
earth, a life perfectly well-pleasing to 
God the Father. In this body He ful- 
filled the Law on our behalf. In this 
body He, the Lamb of God, offered 
Himself up to the Father to atone for 
the sin of the world. As God incarnate 
He, “the last Adam,” became the federal 
head of the new creation. 

This body that so perfectly indicates 
His true humanity was not something 
He possessed for His earthly life alone. 
In His incarnation God the Son became 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world 
born into the human family, becoming 
flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. 
He became one of us—a member of 
our human race—our fellow, our kins- 
man. 

This oneness with us is a relationship 
that is for eternity, not just for the few 
brief years of His life in Palestine. As 
the man Christ Jesus, He was not only 
buried, but also rose from the dead. As 
resurrected man, He ascended into 
Heaven to resume, not His deity—for 
on earth He never ceased to be God— 
but His divine prerogative, and to re- 
ceive added glory and honor. Now He 
is God incarnate in Heaven, our ad- 
vocate and representative. We are 
promised that this same Jesus, flesh of 
our flesh, our kinsman-redeemer, will 
one day receive us unto Himself and 
return to this earth. 





The Trinity at Bethlehem 


Christ's relationship to the Father and the Spirit 
a picture of our relationship to Him 


He, the Son of God, became the Son 
of man that we, the sons of men, might 
become the sons of God. He partook 
of our human life in order that we 
might be made partakers of the divine 
nature and partake of the divine life. 
He became like us that He might make 
us like Himself. 

The Incarnation can never be sepa- 
rated from the Atonement. As we pon- 
der the mystery of the Incarnation and 
begin to grasp something of the stupen- 
dous purpose of the Son of God in be- 
coming the Son of man, a holy joy 
possesses us; our hearts thrill in speech- 
less wonder and adoration to an ecstasy 
of worship and praise. It is by way of 
Bethlehem and Calvary that we: 

The sons of ignorance and night 
May dwell in the Eternal Life, 
Through the Eternal Love. 

So the Son declares, “A body hast 
thou prepared me.” Then the Son of 
God takes the position of the servant 
of Jehovah, saying, as He steps down 
from the glory of Heaven into the dark- 
ness of sinful earth, “Lo, I come... to 
do thy will, O God.” 

In Heaven God the Son was coequal 
and coeternal with God the Father. 
But while Christ was on earth, a new 
relationship existed. In order to ac- 
complish our atonement and reconcili- 
ation, God became man and, as the 
God-man Christ Jesus, He was the Serv- 
ant of Jehovah. He could truthfully 
say, “Mine ears hast thou opened 
[pierced]” (Psa. 40:6). 

In so saying He was using an Old 
Testament picture to indicate the vol- 








The Glorious Prophecy 
By Rowena Cheney 


HILE Wise Men journeyed through 
the night 
And shepherds came to find 
The Holy Child—forgetful of 
The flocks they left behind, 


The inn was filled with revelers; 
And none among that throng 

Could see the splendid star, nor hear 
The angels’ hallowed song. 


Shall we be shepherd folk or kings? 
Or do we choose to stay 

Within a noisy, crowded inn 
As moments waste away? 


Oh, let us seek the manger now, 
And greet the shepherds there 

Or join the Magi when they kneel 
Before the Child in prayer— 


To praise, to worship, and believe, 
That God may soon fulfill 

That shining prophecy: “On earth 
Peace—and to men good will!” 


December 10, 1960 (Lesson for December 25) 








By C. STACEY WOODS 


untary master-slave relationship (cf. 
Exod. 21:1-6). In the covenant of re- 
demption, He was the willing, glad 
bondslave of God the Father, com- 
pletely subservient to Him. In this re- 
lationship He could say, “I proceeded 
forth and came from God; neither 
came I of myself, but he sent me” 
(John 8:42). He laid aside His in- 
herent power and prerogative; for all 
power and strength He then had to 
depend upon God. Therefore He said, 
“The Son can do nothing of himself, 
but what he seeth the Father do” (John 
5:19). His purpose was to work the 
works of Him that sent Him. He did 
not do His own will, but the will of the 
l‘ather who sent Him (John 5:30). 

He did not even speak of Himself 
(cf. John 14:10). He spoke only the 
words given Him by God the Father 
to speak. 

He did not seek His own glory, but 
sought to glorify God the Father both 
in His life on earth and in His death. 
His entire earthly life is summed up 
in His word in John 4:34, “My meat is 
to do the will of him that sent me, 
and to finish his work.” 


The Son’s Earthly Life of Dependence 


Apparently even the miracles He per- 
formed were not performed by virtue 
of His own inherent power as a mem- 
ber of the Godhead, but rather as the 
man Christ Jesus, the Servant of Je- 
hovah, anointed by God the Holy 
Spirit. It was through the power of the 
Spirit that He spent His earthly life 
in moment-by-moment dependence upon 
His Father and performed the works 
that God willed Him to perform (Acts 
10:38). 

In His birth, in His life on earth, 
and in His atoning death when He of- 
fered Himself up as a willing sacrifice 
in obedience to the Father, He fulfilled 
God’s will. In so doing He, the man 
Christ Jesus, had His greatest joy and 
satisfaction. 

This master-slave relationship be- 
tween God the Father and God the Son 
has sometimes been represented as that 
of God the Father angry at the sin of 
the whole world and demanding the 
death of the sinner; and of God the 
Son coming forward in love to appease 
the wrath of God the Father by the 
sacrifice of Himself for our sakes. In 
such a concept, God the Father is rep- 
resented as the God of justice, while 
God the Son is portrayed as the God 
of love. 

This is entirely unscriptural. 

There is no disunity or lack of com- 
plete oneness between God the Father 
and God the Son. God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are 
equally perfect in holiness, righteous- 
ness, justice; they are also equally per- 
fect in love and mercy. 
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It was for the redemption of the 
world that the Father—within the God- 
head—agreed to send the Son. The 
Son willingly came forth from the Fa- 
ther into this world as God incarnate 
and entered into this new relationship 
with the Father and with lost man- 
kind. The Holy Spirit covenanted to 
endue with His power the man Christ 
Jesus, God incarnate, and make effec- 
tive His atoning work in the lives of 
all who believe. 

Hence the wonder and significance 
of our Lord’s declaration in the halls 
of Heaven, “A body hast thou prepared 
me... Lo, I come... to do thy will, 
O God.” 

Our Lord has given us here both a 
picture and an example of what our 
relationship to Him should be. In John 
13, which tells how He washed His 
disciples’ feet, we read that He said, 
“I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you.” The 
servant is not greater than his lord.” 
When speaking to His own after the 
Resurrection, He said, “As my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you.” 

The Apostle Paul under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit besought the Chris- 
tians of Rome that they present their 


The Christmas Spirit 


HENCE comes that indefinable at- 

mosphere that pervades. the 
Christmas holidays? We all know what 
it is: that universal cheerfulness that 
takes the jostling in the crowded stores 
with a smile, makes the commuter look 
up from his paper and chat with the 
brakeman, and puts a new note into 
the bus driver’s voice when he calls 
out, “Please step to the back, folks”; 
that warmth of heart which blots out 
old injuries, and loosens the purse 
strings; that sense of appreciation that 
opens our eyes to the good points of 
our family, our friends, and our fellow 
workers; that wholesome sense of per- 
spective, that convinces each of us that 
we’re not so awfully important after 
all, and makes our troubles look small 
and our blessings large. 

We call it the Christmas spirit. That 
will do as a descriptive term, but not 
as an explanation. To find the real 
source of it we must go back through 
history and across the seas to that night 
long age when the angel said to the 
shepherds, “Unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” From that spring 
has flowed a river of Living Water 
which has made life better and easier 
and happier wherever it has been al- 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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bodies “a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God,” even as Christ pre- 
sented His body to God the Father. 
Only by obeying this appeal can we 
know “that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.” 

As the Lord Jesus came forth from 
God the Father to do His will, so we 
who are born of Him by the Holy 
Spirit are sent forth into the world to 
do Christ’s will. 

In like manner, we have the power 
of the Holy Spirit who indwells us, and 
we gladly, willingly serve our Lord 
Christ even as He in glad surrender 
served His Father in Heaven. In all 
the relationships of God the Son to God 
the Father are pictured and portrayed 
those relationships that should charac- 
terize the believer to his Saviour. In 
this spirit the Apostle Paul said to the 
Galatians, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” (Editor’s Note: 
This article is reprinted from HIS mag- 
azine of December, 1950, and used by 
permission.) 


lowed free course; and to those who 
have come to its banks and drunk of 
this Water it has brought eternal life 
and a deep and lasting joy that is better 
than anything earth can give. 

Really, this river of Living Water has 
been flowing from Heaven through this 
world ever since God walked “in the 
garden in the cool of the day,” in love 
pursuing Adam and Eve, and called out 
to him, “Where art thou?” Shortly 
after, He said to the serpent, “And I 
will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.” 

This searching for Adam and the 
promise were rays of light from the 
full dawn that should break on the 
world when He should come of whom 
it would be written, “For the Son of 
man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10); “But 
God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). In the 
meantime, Israel forsook Him, “the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water” (Jer. 2:13); and 
since then the world has very generally 
tried the same futile way to slake its 
soul’s thirst. But the gracious, all- 
inclusive invitation still stands, which 
was made by the Lord Jesus “on the 
last day, the great day of the feast... 
If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink. He that believeth on 
me, as the scripture hath said, from 
within him shall flow rivers of living 
water” (John 7:37, 38, A.S.V.). 


The Christian Fellowship Cruise 
To Visit Haiti 


N JANUARY 30, 1961, the second 

Christian Fellowship cruise party 
will board the Canadian Pacific’s fine 
SS Empress of England to sail down 
to the warm blue waters of the Carib- 
bean. The port of embarkation is New 
York and on February 16, the cruise 
will end at New York. During these 
seventeen days stops will be made at 
St. Thomas, V. I.; Martinique; LaGuaira 
and Caracas in Venezuela; Curacao in 
the Netherlands W. I.; Cartagena, Colom- 
bia; Cristobal, from which a train ride 
takes us to the canal locks and to 
Panama City, old afd new; Jamaica; 
and Haiti. Sightseeing tours will be 
included in six of the ports. 

The Republic of Haiti occupies the 
western third of the island of His- 
paniola, which was discovered by Chris- 
topher Columbus on his first voyage 
in 1492. The area of the Republic is 
approximately 10,700 square miles and 
the population is about 3,112,000. The 
terrain is principally mountainous, the 
humid slopes and valleys being ideal 
for agricultural cultivation. The prin- 
cipal exports are coffee, sugar, sisal, 
cotton, bananas, and mahogany articles. 
Port-au-Prince is the capital of Haiti, 
and will perhaps be quite unlike any 
capital city you have ever seen. It is 
a mixture of elegance and crudeness, 
of sophistication and primitiveness. The 
streets are jammed with autos and bur- 
ros. Peasant women walk with huge 
baskets of vegetables on their heads; 
there are psuedo-chateaux and houses 
on stilts. But everywhere there is color 
and charm. The tour of the area will 
proceed via Exhibition Grounds, City 
Hall, the Iron Market, an old cathedral 
built in 1720, the Episcopal Church, 
noted for its murals, the army barracks, 
Independence Square, and the Stadium, 
stopping at the museum. From here 
cars drive through residential areas, to 
Petionville and the village of Kenscoff, 
5,000 feet up. The return is via Boutil- 
iers for a view of Port-au-Prince and 
the harbor. The tour ends at the shop- 
ping center or pier. 

A colorful folder giving all details is 
available for those who may be in- 
terested. Write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jaeger will be with the tour 
throughout, and each day before break- 
fast the Christian Fellowship group will 
meet for devotions and a Bible study 
led by Mr. Jaeger. These have al- 
ways proved to be real blessings. 


we 


We are made in God’s likeness to be 
able to fellowship with Him and to 
work with Him in great designs He 
has for us. But sin has separated us 
from God, and we are bogged down 
in a self-centered way of life for which 
we never were made. Made for a God- 
centered way of life, any other sort of 
life leaves us unsatisfied, frustrated, and 
confused.—J. E. Harris. 
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Nigeria‘s “Big Three” enjoy a joke during Nigeria’s Independence celebrations on October 1. 





Left to right: the Prime 


Minister, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa; Sir Ahmadu Bello, Sardauna of Sokoto; and Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe (“Zik”) Gover- 


Independent Nigeria Recognizes 


66 MUST be more than African 

Christians: we must be Christian 
Africans,” the Rev. Dr. J. T. Ayorinde, 
Chairman of the Nigerian Broadcasting 
Corporation, said with feeling to a con- 
gregation of 20,000 on Lagos Racecourse 
on Sunday, October 2, at a great Prot- 
estant open-air service of thanksgiving 
and dedication to mark Nigeria’s in- 
dependence. 

“We must evangelize every nook and 
corner of Nigeria, proclaiming the good 
news that Jesus is Lord and Saviour of 
mankind,” he urged. 

The service, which was also heard 
by millions of radio listeners, was in 
itself a unique witness to the strength 
and power of the Protestant Church in 
this predominantly Muslim land at the 
most important moment in its history. 

Earlier, from the same racecourse, 40 
million Nigerians had heard tributes to 
Christian missions in speeches made at 
the “handing over” ceremony on In- 
dependence Day. 

The Prime Minister of the Federation, 
Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, a Mus- 
lim, listed missionary societies among 
those who had “made Nigeria,” and 


nor-General of the Federation. 


By W. HAROLD FULLER 


was particularly grateful for their con- 
tributions to education and medical 
services. 

Sir James Robertson, the Governor- 
General, included missionaries in the 
list of people who had opened up the 
country and spread the light of civili- 
zation. “We can only thank them for 
their labours and praise God for send- 
ing them here,” he said. 

This official recognition of missionary 
effort was also seen in the number of 
religious leaders, including pioneer mis- 
sionaries, who were brought from over- 
seas by the Federal Government to 
take part in the celebrations. 

Most prominent among them was Dr. 
Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. On his first visit to Nigeria, Dr. 
Fisher said he had been deeply moved 
by the Christians he had met. 

He believed that Independence would 
never have been won without the 
Church. “The Church has taught you 
to fear God and respect one another. It 
has encouraged you to defeat and over- 
come weaknesses.” 

The Nigerian Press also gave space 
and credit to the Christian Church. A 
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the Church 


two-page article in the Lagos Sunday 
Times of October 2, entitled “They 
Called ‘Halt’ to Murders and Human 
Sacrifice,” told how the Gospel first 
came to Nigeria. 

A strong Christian witness was also 
made at the glittering 1,000,000-pound 
Nigeria Exhibition in Lagos from Octo- 
ber 1-22, where the Sudan Interior 
Mission was permitted to display the 
work in which it has been engaged 
for over sixty years and to distribute 
Gospel literature. 

Copies of the mass-circulation Chris- 
tian monthly African Challenge were 
also on sale at a special booth. 

Nigerian Christians were active be- 
hind the scenes. Weeks of prayer pre- 
ceded the celebrations in many of the 
churches. In some, Christians were on 
their knees at the moment when the 
green-and-white Nigerian flag replaced 
the Union Jack of colonial rule. 

The Prime Minister was -particularly 
conscious that Independence had been 
won “without bitterness or bloodshed.” 
He recognized that Nigeria must at 
once play an active part in maintaining 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





HE Christian Church in Israel.—As 

I have said before in these columns 
I am led to say once again that one of 
the most interesting publications from 
the whole Mediterranean area, in my 
opinion, is the one entitled Christian 
News from Israel, which is actually 
published by the Minister of Religious 
Affairs of the Government in Israel. 
It really presents happenings within the 
Christian Church in Israel in a very 
fair and unbiased manner. From the 
latest issue that has come to my desk 
I would like to quote the following 
without any comment. 

“Christmas this year (1959) saw 
larger throngs of pilgrims and brighter 
religious ceremonies, as well as a better 
organization of tourist services. 

“Since the traditional centre of 
Christmas celebrations in Bethlehem, 
one of the characteristic features of the 
Season is the passage of pilgrims from 
Israel into Jordan, through the Man- 
delbaum Gate. Nearly 1,800 Arab 
Christians applied for permission to 
cross the frontier and, although some 
were refused entry by the Jordan au- 
thorities, the majority were able to 
make their pilgrimage. For many, this 
was also an occasion to meet their 
relatives living on the other side of the 
border. Together with the Israelis went 
large groups of foreign pilgrims, as well 
as the consular staffs and other foreign 
service personnel. 

“On December 30th, the first copies 
of two Bibles in Hebrew—one contain- 
ing the New Testament—published in 
Israel on behalf of the British and 
American Bible Societies, were pre- 
sented to President Ben-Zvi by the 
Rev. Magne Solheim, at a reception for 
the Heads of the Christian Commu- 
nities. The text of this edition was 
prepared by Dr. Norman H. Snaith, Prin- 
cipal and Old Testament and Hebrew 
Tutor of Wesley College, Leeds. It is 
based on the originals of Spanish-He- 
brew manuscripts in the British Mu- 
seum, especially Or. 2625-7 and Or. 2375, 
together with the Shem-Tob Manuscript 
which was in the library of the late 
David Sassoon. The editor of this new 
text maintains that these first-hand 
manuscripts represent the true Ben- 
Asher tradition. Dr. Snaith’s text is 
close to that of the third edition of the 
Kittel Bible, prepared by Professor 
Paul Kahle on the basis of the Lenin- 
grad manuscripts. The New Testament 
translation is that of Isaac Salkinson, 
edited by David Ginsburg. 

“On January 9th, the Right Rev. Otto 
Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg 
and Chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, sent 
a telegram to the Prime Minister, Mr. 
David Ben-Gurion, conveying the sense 
of shock and profound disgust of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany evoked 
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by the recent anti-Semitic manifesta- 
tions. The Bishop also asked leave to 
place 100,000 D.M. at the disposal of 
needy immigrants in Israel. In his 
reply, Mr. Ben-Gurion expressed his 
certainty that this message would 
‘strengthen the forces that are fighting 
against the revival of this evil.’ Bishop 
Otto Dibelius, who is renowned for his 
opposition to both Nazism and Com- 
munism, is one of those unconventional 
Lutherans who assert that it is the 
right of a Christian to disobey a 
patently evil secular authority. Al- 
though ‘brought up on the traditional 
interpretation of Romans, Chapter 13, 
that the Authorities are appointed by 
God and that it is therefore the duty 
of a Christian to be subject to the 
Authorities,’ he was ‘forced to change’ 
his interpretation when it became 
known that, under the Hitler regime, 
people considered ‘not fit to live’ were 
being poisoned in gas chambers. Ro- 
mans 13 was still valid, but a dic- 
tatorship like that of the Nazis did 
not fall into the category of ‘Author- 
ity.’ 

“On February 28th, a Baptist Sunday 
School and Oratory was dedicated in 
Cana of Galilee in a ceremony which 
was attended by some 400 members 
and guests of the Baptist Congregation 
of Nazareth. The new edifice, built 
according to the design of the architect 
Serouji, will also house the Summer 
Vacation Bible School for the children 
of the village. Kafr Cana, which was 
recently granted the status of a local 
council, has a population of 3,500 souls, 
two-thirds of whom are Moslems and 
one-third Christians. 

“On March 17th, Dr. Billy Graham, 
the well-known Evangelist from the 
United States, arrived in Israel after 
a tour of African and Middle Eastern 
countries. He was welcomed at the 
Mandelbaum Gate by representatives of 
the United Christian Council of Israel 
and by two senior Government officials. 
Dr. Graham came to Israel mainly to 
see the country and the achievements 
of the new state, which he views from 
a Biblical and prophetic perspective; 
but he also delivered messages in Naz- 
areth, Haifa, Jerusalem and Tel Aviv- 
Jaffa, where he drew large crowds of 
listeners. While in Jerusalem he was 
received by the President and the Min- 
ister for Religious Affairs, and was the 
guest of honor at a luncheon given by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs.” 


Federated Theological Faculty To Be 
Dissolved.—In 1943 the four theological 
seminaries located on the campus of 
the University of Chicago, namely, The 
Divinity School (American Baptist) , The 
Chicago Theological Seminary (Con- 
gregational), The Disciples Divinity 
House (The Christian Church, or Dis- 


ciples), and the Meadville Theological 
School (Unitarian) agreed to more or 
less form a single theological organi- 
zation known as the Federated Theolog- 
ical Faculty, in which the seminaries 
retained their separate identities, but 
were ruled by a cabinet made up of 
the four executives. A good many 
problems arose which from time to 
time were given detailed consider- 
ation by the Federated Faculty. It is 
now announced that the experiment 
is to be terminated, and the Federation 
will be dissolved as of May 1, 1963. 
The Meadville school this year has only 
11 students. The Disciples Divinity 
House has only 25 students, though 
both these schools have substantial fac- 
ulties. The Chicago Theological Sem- 
inary has 120 students and the Divinity 
school has 185. Many of these, of course, 
are taking graduate degrees and do not 
intend to enter a _ specific Christian 
ministry. One has often wondered how 
a Unitarian Theological Seminary, em- 
phatically rejecting everything super- 
natural about Jesus Christ, could ever 
work with other theological. seminaries 
whose creeds are definitely Trinitarian. 


Alcoholic Beverages in America.—I 
am still convinced that it is worth- 
while calling attention, over and over 
again, to the fearful increase in the 
consumption of alcoholic beverages in 
our country, and the dreadful conse- 
quences arising therefrom. I did not 
know until recently that it has been 
announced by the Associate Professor 
of Health Education at Yale University 
that from 50 per cent to 90 per cent of 
all high school students in America 
drink alcoholic beverages, at least oc- 
casionally. The District of Columbia, 
in which the Capitol of the United 
States of course is located with all of 
our great government offices, still main- 
tains the record of being the heaviest 
wine-drinking area in the United States. 
Washingtonians average 2.55 gallons of 
wine per person, with California second 
and Nevada third. 


The consumption per capita of abso- 
lute alcohol (that is, alcoholic beverages 
with the amount of water and other 
matter taken out) for nineteen nations, 
is shown as follows in statistics recently 
released by the Yale Summer School of 
Alcoholic Studies. 


Country Quarts 
1. France 25.72 
2. Italy 14.78 
3. Switzerland 10.85 
4. Australia 9.91 
5. New Zealand 9.37 
6. Belgium 7.96 
7. West Germany 7.53 
8. U.S.A. 7.18 
9. Canada 6.68 
10. Peru . 6.01 
11. United Kingdoms 5.70 
12. Sweden 5.38 
13. Denmark 5.09 
14. Ireland 4.38 
15. Finland 3.39 
16 Netherlands 3.34 
17. Norway 3.07 
18. Iceland 2.69 
19. U.S.S.R. 1.85 
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International Uniform Lesson 





GOD’S GIFT OF LOVE 


Luke 2; printed text, verses 8-20 


Golden Text.—Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.—2 Cor. 9:15 





THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Luke 2:8 And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. 


15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Jo- 
seph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them concerning this child. 

18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. 

19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart. 

20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it 
was told unto them. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 

HE fact that we are made newly 
[\sware of this blessed story each 

year at this season may tend to so 
familiarize it to us that we lose its 
beauty and freshness. We have all 
heard it from our earliest childhood. 
We associate it with lights, bells, trees, 
tinsel, and gifts. In all this is there 
not a real danger of our becoming so 
used to it that we lose our sense of 
amazement? 

The real significance of the Christmas 
story may easily become lost in a pile 
of tissue paper wrappings! 

To recapture the soul-stirring signi- 
ficance of the incarnation of the Son 
of God it may be necessary to get back 
a bit from it and to view it in its 
proper perspective. 

In most of our Bibles there is just a 
title page between Malachi, the last of 
the Old Testament books, and Matthew, 
the first of the New. But that one 
page represents about four hundred 
years. And during those four centuries 
there had been no voice from Heaven. 
No prophet had appeared in Israel to 
bring a fresh word from the Lord. 

Because of this long silence the Mes- 
sianic hope had been well nigh aban- 
doned by that people. Apart from a 
very feeble remnant, represented by a 
Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:25-38), no 
one took very seriously the ancient 
promises concerning the predicted Seed 
of the woman who would deliver the 
race from its spiritual bondage. A dark 
pall of hopelessness and indifference 
hung heavily over Israel. 

Then something happened! And it 
happened suddenly, and in the most 
unexpected manner and place! , 
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Some ordinary peasant shepherds one 
night were guarding their flock in a 
field near the ancient town of Bethle- 
hem—a town made famous by that 
nation’s celebrated King David. 

Suddenly the heavens became aglow, 
and a mighty angel came upon them 
with the startling news that the Mes- 
siah-Lord had actually been born, and 
that this meant good news for everyone. 
The Saviour was even at that very 
moment lying in nearby Bethlehem in 
a cattle manger! 

Thus the God who had formerly 
spoken by the Prophets was now about 
to speak His last and final word by His 
Son (see Heb. 1:1, 2). The heavens 
had again become vocal. But the mes- 
sage would be expressed in terms of a 
lowly life that would be “full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14). 

And humble shepherds—not emper- 
ors, potentates, or even priests—would 
be the first worshipers and the first 
witnesses. They were the first who 
could make use of John’s great dec- 
laration, “The Word was made flesh 

. and we beheld his glory” (John 1: 
14). 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 2:8—“And there were in the 
same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night.” These shepherds, who used 
one of the fields on the outskirts of 
historic Bethlehem, guarded their flock 
during the night by taking turns in 
circling the sheep, armed with rod and 
staff. Those not on guard slept round 
about the sheep in a rough circle. 

Verse 9.—“And, lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid.” This radi- 
ance probably refers to that bright 
glory-cloud that indicated Jehovah’s 








presence with Israel of old (Exod. 13: 
21, 22). It had not been visible since 
the captivity of that nation by Babylon. 
But here it suddenly reappears. The 
Lord is about to take His place with 
Israel again! But the shepherds are 
filled with dread. 


Verse 10—“And the angel said... 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people.” One of the remarkable 
things about this momentous announce- 
ment is that it was made to men of such 
lowly station, and not to the official 
leaders. No doubt the reason for this 
lay in the fact of their faith in the 
ancient promises. However, the Good 
News would not be for their nation 
only, but for all people. 


Verse 11—“For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” It was fit- 
ting that in David’s ancestral home- 
city the promised seed of David should 
be born. However, this babe would be 
not only a royal king but a -saviour, 
even Christ (or Messiah) and Lord. 
His would be a ministry of personal 
salvation. 


Verse 12.—“. . . Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger.” Did ever such an expensive 
gift arrive in such humble wrappings! 
The sign, however, was not the swad- 
dling clothes (a common sight) but the 
fact that the babe would be found in a 
manger. Even to this very day many of 
the humbler homes and shops in Beth- 
lehem are built over caves, and in old 
times the cattle were kept in these 
caves. Probably Joseph and Mary were 
occupying one of these small houses, 
and the manger was pressed into serv- 
ice as a crib. 

Verse 13—“‘And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the 
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heavenly host praising God, and say- 
ing.” Notice that this outburst of joy 
issues in the angels saying, not singing. 
The latter seems to be reserved for 
redeemed human beings. 

Verse 14—“Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will to- 
ward men.” Notice that God’s glory 
is primary and man’s blessing is sec- 
ondary. This is ever the order in 
Scripture. 

Verse 15.—“. . . as the angels were 
gone away ... into heaven, the shep- 

erds said ... Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us.” The shepherds 
did not go into the town merely to 
check up on the angels. They were 
convinced that the report was true. 
Furthermore, they were convinced that 
it was the Lord who had spoken to 
them. This is true faith. 

Verse 16—“And they came _ with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and 
the babe lying in a manger.” Their 
midnight hurry was rewarded. They 
found the babe exactly as had been 
told them. 

Verse 17.—“‘And when they had seen 
it, they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this 
child.” “The saying” concerned the 
identity of the child—that He was the 
Christ of God, the Saviour of men. 
Thus these shepherds became the first 
evangelists. 

Verse 18—“And all they that heard 
it wondered at those things... .” The 
hearers were evidently filled with awe 
and astonishment. Could this story be 
true? 

Verse 19.—“But Mary kept all these 
things, and pondered them in her 
heart.” Mary did more than wonder; 
she stored up the significance of all 
this in her memory and kept turning 
over these things in her mind. 

Verse 20.—“‘And the shepherds re- 
turned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the things ...” Returning to their 
duties, these shepherds are now over- 
flowing with joy and worship. Notice 
the order of the narrative: they heard, 
they believed, they came, they saw, 
they told, and they rejoiced. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

As we again meditate upon the ex- 
tremely lowly circumstances that sur- 
rounded the advent of the Son of God 
among us, we are bowed in fresh wor- 
ship. 

He came from the highest place of 
inexpressable light and glory, and had 
He stooped to the most expensive 
mansion of earth, it would have been 
amazing self-abasement. But the fact 
is that He came very much lower than 
that. 

Not to the capital city of Jerusalem 
He came, but to the village of Bethle- 
hem, described by the prophet as “little 
among the thousands of Judah” (Mic. 
5:2). Moreover, the announcement of 
His birth was made, not to kings, but 
to a handful of obscure shepherds in a 
field at nighttime.‘ Furthermore, no 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 18.—The Compassion of 
Christ. Isaiah 61; Matthew 11: 
27-30; Luke 7:18-23 
Next Week’s Lesson 


1. January 1.—The Gospel of the Son 
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royal bassinet was His cradle, but 
rather a cattle manger. Nor were the 
important officials on hand to welcome 
Him. The welcome committee consisted 
of a few humble but believing peasants. 

How all this illustrates the truth of 
the- declaration, “Ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he be- 
came poor, that ye through his povérty 
might be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 

He that was rich became poor in 
order that we that were poor might 
become eternally rich! 

This is the heart of the Christmas 
message. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The proclamation of the angels (Luke 
2: 8-14) 

2. The investigation of the shepherds 
(vv. 15, 16) 

3. The declaration and its results among 
the people (vv. 17-20) 


Topics for Development 

The Reliability of Angelic Announce- 
ments. Throughout Bible history angels 
have served aS messengers between 
God and men. The Old Testament 
abounds with examples of this. And 
it is well to remember that “the word 
spoken by angels was stedfast” (Heb. 
ve 

The most significant of all angelic 
communications, however, relate to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and to His greatest 
ministries. They were the proclaimers 
of His birth, His resurrection, and His 
return. 

Which one of the four evangelists is 
it who records all three of these? 

Our lesson today concerns the first— 
His birth. 

Two angels, however, announced the 
amazing news of His resurrection from 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 

HAT were the shepherds doing 

when the angels came upon them? 

2. What was “the glory of the Lord’’? 

3. What was the city of David? 

4. What was the sign to the shep- 
herds? 

5. What three great announcements 
in the New Testament were made by 
angels? 

6. When the angels disappeared what 
did the shepherds do? 

7. After seeing the babe what did 
the shepherds do? 

8. How did the people react? 

9. What did Mary do? 

10. When last seen in the story, what 
are the shepherds doing? 

(Answers on page 988) 





the dead. Having rolled back the great 
stone, and having allayed the fears of 
the terrified women who had come to 
anoint His body, they reminded them 
of the Lord’s previous announcement 
that He would rise again after His 
crucifixion. ._This had now become a 
reality (see Luke 24: 1-8). 

A little later it may have been these 
same two heavenly messengers that 
confirmed the already-announced pre- 
diction that “this same Jesus” would 
return to earth exactly as He had just 
ascended into Heaven (Acts 1:10, 11). 

Inasmuch as the first two of these 
announcements have been so perfectly 
accomplished, may we not be just as 
certain concerning the third? Indeed 
we may! 


Practical Applications 


Does it not seem strange that al- 
though the angels were permitted to 
announce the birth of Christ, it was 
the shepherds who “made known 
abroad” the news? We might have 
supposed that the angels would have 
taken on this commission also, for they 
doubtless would have done a much 
more efficient job than any mere hu- 
man beings. 

However, God has not given to His 
holy angels the work of evangelizing 
men. This wondrous privilege belongs 
alone to redeemed mankind. Inasmuch 
as these have known, as a matter of 
bitter experience, the thralldom of sin, 
and have experienced the salvation of 
God, they alone are the bearers of the 
Good News. The great commission of 
Matthew 28 is theirs exclusively. 

There is a striking example of this in 
the story of the conversion of Cornelius 
in Acts (chap. 10). Cornelius, a Ro- 
man military official, was a God-fear- 
ing man, but one who lacked salvation. 
He was groping for light. A few miles 
away was Simon Peter. One day an 
angel accosted Cornelius and instructed 
him to summon Peter to his house 
that Peter might tell him words where- 
by he and all his house should be 
saved. The very next day the preacher 
arrived, at the request of this troubled 
soldier, and he led the whole house- 
hold to the Lord. 

Even though the angel had been in 
earlier touch with this convicted man, 
he was not permitted to point him to 
Christ. 

It has been said that if angels were 
permitted to preach the Gospel, all 
Heaven would at once be evacuated 
of them. They all would be down 
here engaged in the glorious work of 
evangelization! 

No, this is our work. This is our 
privilege. May we appreciate it anew, 
and with fresh zeal hold forth the 
Word of Life. 

Golden Text 

2 Corinthians 9:15.—“Thanks be unto 
God for his unspeakable gift.” This 
gift, so unique and amazing, is Christ, 
of course. And this upsurge of praise 
from Paul’s heart should awaken a 
genuine “amen” in our own. He is 
abundantly worthy! 

WEst PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“While Shepherds Watched” 
“Joy to the World” 
“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose great gift 
of the Saviour gives us the special joy 
of this day, make real to us all the 
wonder and blessing of His coming. 
Help us to understand how much we 
should lack had Christ not come. Make 
us grateful for Him and draw us to 
open our hearts and lives to Him. 
Bless our homes at this time with 
Christian love and joy. Bless those 
who never yet heard of our Saviour 
and use our missionaries in telling them 
the good tidings of great joy that Thou 
wouldst have go to all people. To those 
who are ill or passing through other 
troubles give fitting comfort and aid. 
To leaders of the nations give guidance 
by which to deal wisely and uprightly 
in all things. To Thy Church give re- 
vival and let their need of Christ be 
realized urgently by all who are not 
yet of His people. Bless this lesson to 
us now and make us of those who 
love, trust, and honor the Saviour. We 
ask these favors in His name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you open your 
gifts at your house this morning, or are 
you leaving it till later today? Why 
all this giving and receiving of presents 
at Christmas? Because on the first 
Christmas God gave us His best gift, 


HE IVES YOU our NE LE 
YOU IVE HIM YOUR 


the Lord Jesus, to be our Saviour. 
You would think it queer and unkind 
on your birthday if everyone had a 
good time celebrating your birthday, 
but entirely forgot you! Yet some peo- 
ple enjoy the presents and the fun at 
Christmas with hardly a thought of the 
Lord Jesus. To give something to Him 
whose birthday it is never comes into 
their minds. Yet we can and should 
make gifts to our Lord. 

One way we can give to Him is by 
giving to people in need, doing it be- 
cause we love Jesus and want to be 
like Him who was so kind to the 
needy. Any help we give, any kind- 
ness we do to poor, sick, lonely, or 
sad ones is taken by the Lord Jesus as 
done to Him. Another way to give to 
Him is by giving to His work in our 
own church or in the places where our 
missionaries are. Helping them is giv- 
ing to Jesus. But the present He wants 
from us first and foremost is ourselves. 
Some Christians in Paul’s day who gave 
very generously to help poor Christians 














December 10, 1960 (Lesson for December 25) 


in Jerusalem “first gave their own 
selves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5), Paul 
says. If you have not yet done that, 
do it today. Give yourself to the 
Saviour to be one of His people, to 
learn of Him, follow Him, and serve 
Him. The Golden Text says: “Thanks 
be unto God for his unspeakable gift” 
—the unspeakably great and precious 
gift of the Saviour. The best way to 
thank God for the Lord Jesus is to give 
yourself to the Saviour. Always there 
is joy in Heaven when that takes place. 
Give the Lord Jesus that joy today, 
and ever after live to please Him. 


Cautcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom. M. Olson 


“And there were . . . shepherds abid- 
ing in the field .’ (Luke 2:8).— 
Notice should be paid to the fact that 
shepherds—not priests, scribes, elders, 
nor rulers—were the first to be in- 
formed of the birth of the Saviour. 

The angel of the Lord appeared, and 
the glory of the Lord shone “in the 
field”—not in the Temple at Jerusalem. 
The Saviour’s birth, as the poet has 
said, “would no glory borrow; no maj- 
esty from earth.” 

All the glory and majesty associated 
with the Saviour’s birth came from 
Heaven. The earthly locale added noth- 
ing to it. “Jerusalem, the golden” was 
completely ignored when the greatest 
event in history was transpiring. It 
was the “little town of Bethlehem” that 
was honored on this occasion. 


O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 


He who was so infinitely great that 
His goings forth are from eternity, He 
who was with God, and is God, came 
into that which was very small! (Mic. 
5:2; John 1:14.) 

As we go in spirit to Bethlehem, let 
us recall, among other things, the ex- 
hortation: “Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be: haughty (snobbish, 
high-minded, exclusive), but readily 
adjust yourself to [people, things] and 
give yourselves to humble tasks. Never 
overestimate yourself or be wise in 
your own conceits” (Rom. 12:16, Am- 
plified N. T.). 

C. C. Colton said: “Nelson, when 
young was piqued at not being noticed 
in a certain paragraph of the news- 
papers, which detailed an action where- 
in he had assisted. ‘But, never mind,’ 
said he; ‘I will one day have a paper 
of my own.’” 

Possibly, the worst type of inflation 
is that of a conceited ego! 

“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy...” (Luke 2: 
10).—The angel’s words give us a splen- 


“peace .. 


did definition of our word gospel: 
“good tidings of great joy.” 

Eternal judgment is a solemn fact, 
and sinners must be warned against it; 
but preaching judgment is not preach- 
ing “good tidings of great joy.” The 
messengers who have “beautiful .. . 
feet” are those who “preach the gos- 
pel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things” (Rom. 10:15). 

The Gospel of God is “concerning his 
Son Jesus Christ ... the gospel .. . is 
the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:1- 
16). Is it any wonder that the Apostle 
Paul said: “. . . woe is unto me, if I 
preach not the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16). 

“For unto you is born .. . a Saviour 
: . Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).— 
Here are mentioned His humanity and 
His deity. He is “born” a Saviour; but 
is also “Christ the Lord!” It is a most 
serious mistake to class Him with the 
“many lords,” as some do; for He is 
“King of kings, and Lord of lords” 
(Rev. 19:16). 

Is He not often called, “God our 
Saviour”? (Titus 1:3; 2:10; 3:4.) His 
was an infinite, not a finite, sacrifice; 
therefore: “whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins” (Acts 
10: 43). 

I agree with the poet who said: 

Some take Him a creature to be, 

A man, or an angel, at most; 

But they have not feelings like me, 

Nor know themselves wretched and lost. 

So guilty, so helpless am I, 

I durst not confide in His blood, 


Nor on His protection rely, 
Unless I were sure He is God! 


Is He your “Lord” and your “God”? 
(John 20: 28.) 


Though Christ a thousand times 
In Bethlehem be born, 

If He lives not in thee, 
Thy heart is yet forlorn. 


“Glory to God . . and on earth 
.” (Luke 2:14).—I prefer the 
American Revised Version rendering of 
this verse: “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men in 
whom he is well pleased.” 

The multitude of angels were giving 
glory to God for the Saviour who 
would accomplish the work of redemp- 
tion on the cross; and for the peace 
which should come, not to nations at 
this time (that will come at His second 
advent), but to men in whom He is 
well pleased. Peace will come to all 
who place personal faith in Him who 
“made peace through the blood of his 
cross” (Col. 1:20). All such are “jus- 
tified by faith . . . have peace with 
God” (Rom. 5:1). 

“And the shepherds returned, glorify- 
ing and praising God .. .” (Luke 2: 
20).—The shepherds set a splendid ex- 
ample for all to follow. They heard, 
speedily acted, believed, spread the 
good news, and rejoiced. 

Are those of us today who are the 
Lord’s joyfully spreading the glad tid- 
ings of the Saviour’s birth, life, atoning 
death, bodily resurrection, exaltation, 
and promised return? 

“Thanks be unto God for his un- 
speakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15).—What 
ingratitude on our part, if we have not 
in the depths of our beings thanked 
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God for the unspeakable gift of His 
love—the Lord Jesus Christ! Do not 
let the day close without thanking Him. 


Wawona, CALir. 





Say, Fellows,— 
By W. Wyeth Willard 


AY, fellows, of what value is a babe? 

Some of the ancients used to leave 
their infants, if they had been born 
malformed, exposed to the elements to 
die. In modern times, primitive tribes 
have been known to practice infanti- 
cide—they killed the babies which they 
did not wish to keep alive. 

God’s greatest gift to the world was 
not in material things such as gold, 
or land, or food, or shelter—but a lit- 
tle babe—so humbly born that the 
leading citizens of Bethlehem either 
had not heard of the event, or if they 
had been told, they did not believe that 
our Lord’s nativity was anything un- 
usual. 

Fellows, when something important 
takes place in the world, we im- 
mediately ask, “Who gets the credit for 
it?” The credit of Jesus’ birth goes to 
God. It was He who in His divine 
counsel provided that some day a Sav- 
iour must come into the world. All 
that took place in the life of Mary and 
in the “little town of Bethlehem” was 
just as God had planned it hundreds of 
years before. 

In the city of Chicago is the active 
Carter Memorial Assyrian Church, 
where for nearly fifty years the saintly 
Haidow Ablahat was the beloved pas- 
tor. But whenever people praised him 
for his faithfulness and his devoted 
service to his people, he would in- 
variably rebuke them with words like 
these, “Do not praise me! Give all the 
glory to God!” 

So also at Christmas time. All glory 
and praise to the Heavenly Father for 
sending His Son. 

By whom did God’s greatest gift 
come? God selected Mary, just an un- 
known maiden, who had won no beauty 
contest, but who had been noticed by 
God. “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favour with God” (Luke 1:30). 

Those shepherds to whom the angel 
announced, “Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:10, 11) were nobodies in 
the eyes of the world. Their names 
are not even recorded in the Scripture. 
But they, with Joseph and Mary, are a 
witness to the fact that God often re- 
veals His greatest truths and pours His 
most precious blessings upon the no- 
bodies of this world. The Wise Men 
who came from the East to worship 
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our Lord were the exception to the 
rule. “Not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called” (1 Cor. 1:26). This 
spiritual law is still in effect today as 
it was nineteen hundred years ago. 

Upon whom did God bestow His gift 
of Christ, and why? 

Looking at God’s greatest gift from 
the stricter point of view, Christ was 
given “to ransom captive Israel.” “And 
the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David: and he 
shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end”. (Luke 1:32, 33). That is, our 
Lord was sent to the Jews. But from a 
more all-inclusive point of view (also 
with many passages of Scripture for 
support) God’s gift was “to all people” 
(Luke 2:10). “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16). 

But fellows, get this. God gave His 
Son, but if we would please God, we 
must accept the Son. 

In the early part of the nineteenth 
century, an American citizen was con- 
demned to be hanged. At the last mo- 
ment before the execution o” the sen- 
tence, the condemned man was pardoned 
by the President of the United States. 
But the man refused to accept the par- 
don. The issue was taken to the Supreme 
Court: should execution of the death 
sentence be carried out in the case of 
a man who had been condemned to 
die, but who subsequently had received 
a presidential pardon which he had re- 
fused to accept? The Supreme Court 
decided: yes, the man must die. Be- 
cause a presidential pardon, in order to 
be effective, must be accepted. So the 
condemned man was hanged! He could 
have gone free if he had only accepted 
the gift of life; but he chose to die! 

Fellows, it is a life-and-death mat- 
ter—what we do with God’s greatest 
gift. If we accept Him, we live for- 
ever. If we deny Him, and crucify 
Him in our hearts, we are sunk, lost, 
and we die as unrepentant, condemned 
sinners, without God, without hope, 
without salvation. “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him” (John 3:36). 


WALTHAM, MAss. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing today we will review 

the three Scripture Catechism 
cards we have learned this past year: 
“God the Father,” “God the Son,” and 
“God the Holy Spirit.” We must keep 
reviewing the verses we learn if we 
want to remember them permanently. 





When we get to Heaven there will be 
some wonderful testimony meetings in 
which each of us will tell how God 
used His Word to bless us. The more 
verses we memorize, the more often 
God can speak to us through His Word, 
and the more blessings we will receive, 

Next quarter we will be studying the 
Gospel of John, and so we will mem- 
orize some of the wonderful verses in 
the first chapter. Between now and 
next Sunday please read the first chap- 
ter of John, and make a list of all the 
names of our Lord Jesus found in that 
chapter. 

The Golden Text for today’s lesson 
is “Thanks be unto God for his un- 
speakable gift.” No words are ade- 
quate to express how wonderful our 
Lord Jesus is! And no words can ex- 
press all the gratitude we owe to God 
for sending Him! 

A missionary from Africa said that 
when he translated John 3:16 into the 
language of the heathen tribe he was 
working with, there was not any word 
in their language to express “only be- 
gotten.” However, when he taught the 
people that God so loved the world 
that He gave His Son to come to earth 
to die for their sins, many of them be- 
lieved and were saved. After a time 
they built a church and had services 
every Sunday. 

One day a woman came bringing a 
sick baby to be treated. She said in 
her native tongue, “I beg you to heal 
him. He is the only son I have.” The 
missionary wrote down the word she 
used for “only son.” It was the first 
time he had heard that particular Afri- 
can word: 

The next Sunday he began his sermon 
quoting John 3:16 using this new word 
for “only begotten.” Immediately one 
of the native converts asked him to 
quote the verse again. When he did so, 
the man began to weep. Others began 
to weep. Soon the whole congregation 
was in tears. They wept so loudly 
that the missionary could not deliver 
his message. Later he said to one of 
the converts, “What was the matter 
with the people this morning? Why 
did everyone weep?” The native re- 
plied, “Oh, white man, you told us be- 
fore that God loved us so much that He 
gave His Son to die for us, but we 
never knew before that it was the only 
Son He had!” 

For our sakes God did indeed give 
the only Son He had. If God had given 
all the money in the world for our 
salvation, it would have been as noth- 
ing compared to the gift of the only 
Son He had. 

As we read the beautiful story of the 
birth of Christ from Luke 2:8-20, we 
must remember that this holy babe 
was God incarnate, and that only God 
knew His full worth. The angels knew 
something of it. The shepherds knew 
a little about it. But most people in 
the world knew nothing about it. The 
Jews should have been expecting Him 
and eagerly awaiting His coming. But 
most of them neither recognized Him, 
nor desired Him. 

Earth was never so near to Heaven 
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10 Years Later 





THE “MIRACLE DOLLAR" STORY 


10 YEARS AGO... 


. . » TIME Magazine told the story of the “Miracle Dollar,” 
how the margin of a single dollar enabled Providence Bible 
Institute to win its competition with the Order of the Brothers 


- of the Sacred Heart of New England for purchase of the 


former Edgewood Junior College property at Barrington, 


Rhode Island. 


THE PRAYERS OF THOUSANDS... 


. . . All over the world were answered. In the years since 
1950, the Institute has received full recognition as Barring- 
ton College and today tells its own compelling story in its 
community and across the world through its graduates. 


THE NEXT 10 YEARS... 


... Will be decisive! We've termed it our “Decade of Expan- 
sion’—our first major project is a beautiful new dormitory 
now under construction on our 110-acre campus. 


AS GOD LEADS... 


. . . Barrington College moves forward. First phase of this 
important building program will cost $700,001. At this 
moment, we have raised $500,000, leaving a goal of 
$200,001 to be met by February 1! 





THIS IS THE PICTURE 


Building program—first phase $700,001 
Cash and pledges to date + 500,000 
Cash gifts needed by February 1 $200,001 


We must receive $200,001 in these few crucial days 
remaining before February 1. Time is short. Barrington 
College must go forward. By God's grace, we will suc- 
ceed! We appeal for gifts of large d ti $500, 
$1,000, and more—but dollars, even ONE dollar, will 
greatly help. 














AS GOD LEADS . . .. ANOTHER CHAPTER IN THE “MIRACLE DOLLAR” STORY UNFOLDS. 
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SUNDAY-BY-SUNDAY 
BULLETIN SERVICE 


52 colorful bulletins provide new beauty and inspiration 
each week .. . a different cover design for every Sunday. 


Twelve bulletin covers in gorgeous full color, plus forty 
two-color designs. All on high-quality stock, inside pages 
blank, inspirational message on back cover if desired. 


95¢ per 100 bulletins per Sunday 
Send for FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
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“We thank the Lord for 
your work, and ask His 
special blessing upon 
your good labor of 
love,” Mr. V. J., 


Alaska, writes. 
For more facts 
and free 
AMERICAN 94 TP% 
SCRIPTURE Dept. 
GIFT ST 
MISSION, James O. Palmer, Exec. Sec. 


INC, 325 N. 13th St, Phila, 7, Pa. 





THE NUTSHELL OF PROPHECY 


A 16-page leaflet 
by James McConkey 


Sent free as the Lord provides 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
424 Bessemer Bldg. Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 









This command of the Risen Christ is 
ake carried out through the media 
of about fifty radio stations from 
coast to coast and several foreign 
stations. Heard in State of Israel. 
Many write for the Prophecy Edi- 
tion New Testament. These are fol- 
lowed up by mail and personal calls 
whenever possible. Classes are held 
where Jewish people gather in 
homes. Some are finding Christ as 
Saviour-Messiah. We covet your 
prayerful support. 


Send for free copy of our maga- 
zine, MESSAGE TO ISRAEL. 


Coulson Shepherd, 


Director 
(FOUNDED 1937) 


Bali. 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, Inc. 
BOX 682, G.P.O., NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
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as on the night when Jesus was born. 
The peace and good will of which the 
angels sang disappeared from this earth 
when Christ was rejected. We will: 
never have universal peace and good 
will until Christ returns. Before He 
comes to reign over this earth, He will 
come into the air to call His people 
up to meet Him. Conditions in this 
world indicate that His coming is very 
near. Let us read about it from I 
Thessalonians 4:16, 17. After the Lord 
calls all true Christians to Heaven, it 
will be too late for any of you to be 
saved. I wonder if there is any girl 
in this class who has not yet accepted 
God’s Gift? When He gave His Son, 
God did all that was necessary for our 
salvation. But we must each one in- 
dividually accept this Gift. 

Let us close our period this morning 
with a few moments of silent prayer. 
If you know that you are saved, thank 
God again for His unspeakable Gift. 
If you are not saved, tell God that 
you are a sinner, unfit for His holy 
Heaven, but that this morning you will 
accept Christ as your Saviour, and start 
following Him. If you do this, you will 
remember Sunday, December 25, as 
your spiritual birthday. And this will 
be the happiest Christmas season you 
have ever known. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God’s Best Gift 
(Luke 2:8-20) 
HRISTMAS! I suppose you have 
already received your Christmas 
gifts. Which is your best one? (Let 
each pupil answer.) Now we will go 
around the class again. What was the 
best gift you gave? 

(Show the following six packages, 
done up so that they can be quickly 
unwrapped by children.) Imagine that 
God is speaking. (Use a somewhat 
different tone of voice from your nat- 
ural one.) I have given you many 
gifts. Some of them I gave you before 
you were even born! (Assume natural 
voice.) Let us look at God’s gifts. 
(Package is handed to a pupil to un- 
wrap. Inside the box are mounted pic- 
tures of various blessings of nature 
mentioned in Psa. 104:14-24, cut from 
magazines or other sources. Appro- 
priate words from the Psalm may be 
written on each one. After they have 
been looked at, ask the class if they 
have taken and used this gift of God. 
How-may they say thank you? Have 
them read in unison Psa. 104:1, 24, 
addressing the appropriate parts to 
God.) 

Here is another of God’s gifts. 
(When unwrapped, a picture of a 
church, your own if possible, is dis- 


closed, with the words of Psa. 24:3, 4a.) 
Without God’s church you would be 
as bad and uncivilized as the bad peo- 
ple you hear about on the radio or see 
on television. Have you taken this gift 
and used it regularly? (Quote the 
Memory Verse of that lesson: John 4: 
24. Then have the class read Psa. 24: 
7-10 with the teacher asking the ques- 
tions in 8a and 10a.) 

Let us look at another of the gifts 
God has given us. This is a gift you 
cannot see. (Picture of a sick or in- 
jured child, with words from Psa..121: 
7; 46:1.) God’s care to keep you out 
of trouble and His help when you are 
in trouble! You can take this gift with 
the first two verses of Psalm 121, and 
Psalm 46: 2. : 

(The next gift box contains a picture 
of a Bible with Psa. 19:7, and of a 
child at prayer with v. 12b.) We can 
show our thanks to God for these gifts 
by using them. We can pray Psalm 
19:14 right now (a Memory Verse). 
And Luke 11:4 (also a Memory Verse). 
We can speak our thanks with Psalm 
116: 1. 

Here is another unseen, secret, but 
very real gift. (Box holds large cut- 
out letters that spell LOVE when prop- 
erly arranged, and the words of Jer. 
31:2, 3 used for the Memory Verse.) 
Let us reply with Psalm 117 (a Mem- 
ory Verse). 

(Imagine God as speaking again.) I 
have given you many other gifts be- 
sides these, everything you have. My 
very best gift I gave you long before 
you were born. Will you throw it 
away and not take it? (Box with pic- 
tures of the baby in the manger, of 
Christ’s crucifixion, and of His ascen- 
sion. On a tag on the outside of the 
package put the introductory words of 
the Memory Verse: “Fear not: for, be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people”; on 
the first picture, the words: “For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David”; on the second, “a Saviour”; and 
on the third, “which is Christ the Lord” 
—Luke 2:10, 11.) 

Let us read how that gift was re- 
ceived and appreciated on the first 
Christmas Day. (Read Luke 2:8-20, 
and illustrate it with three pictures or 
three flannelboard scenes: annunciation 
to the shepherds; shepherds at the man- 
ger; shepherds telling others on their 
return.) 

Neither you boys and girls nor I can 
ever know how much it cost God to 
give us His Son to save us from our 
sins and bring us to Heaven. Have you 
really taken this gift of the Saviour to 
take care of your sins? If you have, 
I am sure you will want to join the 
angels’ song of praise. (All repeat Luke 
2:14.) 


Orono, MAINE. 


bd 


It is a great thing to be so definitely 
in touch with God that we can discern 
His mind and so do His will under ad- 
verse and difficult circumstances— 


H. A. Ironside. 
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FAMILY BIBLE. 04884x. Designed for the mod- 
ern family in a convenient size with large type, 
gold edges. Features modified self-pronunciation, 
Concordance, 100,000 center-column chain ref- 
erences. Family Record and maps. Levant grain 
Calf hinding, half circuit. 534x8%, less than 1” 
thick. $14.95 


RED LETTER. 04434x. Inexpensive quality Bible 
with the words of Christ printed in red. Features 
Concordance, 100,000 center-column chain ref- 
erences, self-pronouncing type, Family Record, 
maps. Morocco grain Calf, half circuit, gold edges. 
5x74, only %” thick. $10.95 


STUDENT'S BIBLE. 183x. The reader will find 
the large, clear Brevier type with references and 
Concordance ideal for study. Bound in French 
Morocco, half circuit, 542x8%, only % " i 
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DE LUXE SCOFIELD. 187x. A very special gift 
Bible, bound in hand grained genuine Morocco 
and containing all the famous Scofield features. 
This leather lined Concordance Bible is set in 
Brevier black face type. BLACK, BLUE, BROWN, 
GREEN, MAROON, or RED. 5%2x8%, only 
Ye” thick. $25.00 


LIBRARY EDITION. 172. This large size Con- 
cordance Bible bound in Moroccoette will stand 
handily on your book shelf. It contains all the 
famous Scofield references and helps. 

S5Y2Ax8%x1%” thick. $10.00 


PILGRIM BIBLE. 123x. An ideal gift for those 
who have asked for a Pilgrim Bible with Con- 
cordance. Bound in French Morocco, it has all 
the well-known and useful Pilgrim Bible features 
which have made them favorites among anno- 
tated Bibles. 54%x7%, only 1%,” thick. $17.00 












to choose 
you give an 


OXFORD 


Oxford Bibles also come 
in many other styles, 
sizes, bindings, prices, 
type faces. In fact, there 
are more than 200 dif- 
ferent styles — priced 
from $3.75 to $115.00 
— from which you may 
choose. Authorized 
King James Version. 


OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 
NEW YORK 








Sidney & Helen Correll Tours 


Tour of Europe & Bible Lands 
(Optional—Europe only) 
Director of United World Mission 
Sailing Aug. 3—S. S. Bremen 
Write for Helpful Free Bulletin 
Box 8,000 St. Petersburg 8, Fila. 














AMERICAN INDIANS! 


You may help reach Indians for Christ in North 
America. 

Write for literature, information on securing 
Indian-head banks, coin corrals, speakers, au- 
thentic Indian exhibit. 

AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
R. L. GOWAN, Director 
Custer, $. Dak. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent 
revival among Negro believers in 
Christ. A small revival spirit is burn- 
ing now among the students here. Let 
us express to them your promise of 
prayer and your good will. (Also, a 
Bible Institute worker with executive 
ability is needed.) 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11,003, Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P-REDINGTON & CO. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 





THE LORD IS WORKING 
wm HOLY LAND 





Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans 

Our obligations to needy children increase. 

Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 

for your cooperation, prayers and help. 

“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 

ING HANDS?” 


HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 





986 (16) 











The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Made Like His Brethren.—Thanks be 

unto God for his unspeakable gift (2 
Cor. 9:15, Golden Text). Years ago in 
Ethiopia, Dr. Thomas Lambie, a medi- 
cal missionary, wished to buy land for 
mission stations, but could not because 
Ethiopian law allowed no sale of prop- 
erty to a foreigner. So Dr. Lambie, 
out of love for Ethiopia, gave up his 
American citizenship and became an 
Ethiopian citizen to be able to buy the 
properties needed in his work. Later 
the Italian invasion of Ethiopia sent 
Dr. Lambie back to America, but he 
left behind him about 250 Christians. 
During the war a great revival in- 
creased these Christians,- so that by 
1943 they numbered 15,000. That must 
have given great joy to the man who 
gave up his American citizenship and 
became an Ethiopian to give the Gos- 
pel to that people. Meantime, the Con- 
gress of the U.S.A. had passed a special 
bill restoring to him his American cit- 
izenship. Our Lord renounced His 
heavenly Home to be a man among 
men in this world of sin. But after His 
work of salvation was accomplished, 
His ascension restored Him to His high 
place in Heaven again. And His com- 
ing to earth was that He might save us 
from our sins and fit us to share His 
Home in Heaven.—From Joseph Edwin 
Harris. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Good Tidings—Behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy (Luke 2:10). 
A woman who taught Indian and 
Eskimo children in the Arctic tells 
how a little boy brought her good tid- 
ings. Through the long winter months 
she had no glimpse of the sun; earth 
and water were frozen hard, the birds 
had flown south. She lived in a dark, 
cold, silent world. Then slowly the 
days began to lengthen, the snow be- 
gan to melt, a few birds appeared. 
“At half past six one May morning I 
saw, running down the trail toward 
the school, a little boy who often told 
me interesting things. I could see that 
he was bursting with some very im- 
portant news. After a pause to regain 
sufficient breath to speak, he said, ‘The 
birds are singing everywhere.’” Good 
tidings! The winter was past; the time 
of the singing of birds had come. The 
herald angel said: “Behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy.” And the 
good tidings were that Jesus was born 
to be the Saviour of the world. “And 
suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God, and saying, Glory.” The angels 
were singing everywhere—From the 


Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A, 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


You Have Left Out Jesus.——Unto you 
is born this day ...a Saviour (Luke 
2:11). A Sunday school teacher once 
wrote on a blackboard, “Christ came 
into the world to save sinners.” One 
of the youngest pupils said, “Oh, 
teacher, you have left out ‘Jesus,’” as, 
of course, she had. How many people 
this Christmas will leave out Jesus— 
decorations, gifts, greeting cards, fam- 
ily reunions, parties, dances, and much 
beside, but no thought of the Saviour, 
Christ the Lord, whose birthday they 
are supposedly celebrating—Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussez, 
Eng. 


No First-Class Privileges—yYe shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger (Luke 2:12). 
A well-known minister says, “One day 
I was to travel by train. I met a friend 
of mine, and told him where I was go- 
ing. He said, ‘I am going the same way. 
Will you join me at a certain inter- 
mediate station?’ I was looking for 
him, and as he came forward, I said, 
‘What class are: you traveling?’ He 
held up his first-class ticket. ‘Well,’ 
I said, ‘I have a third-class ticket, so if 
you are to travel with me you must 
give up your first-class privilege.’ He 
did so. I thought it gave us an il- 
lustration of a greater thing. Christ 
Jesus gave up His first-class privileges 
to travel on earth among third-class 
sinners. He took the lowly sinner’s 
place and abode with him.”—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


True Peace on Earth.—Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men (Luke 2:14). A man 
listening to a Salvation Army street 
meeting, one, Sunday evening, around 
Christmas time, sneered as the preacher 
began to talk about peace on earth. 


“Sickening!” he said loudly. “Why do 
you say that, friend?” asked the 
preacher. “Because,” replied the man, 


“there’s no peace on earth, and well 
you know it, look at the state of the 
world tonight, and you people talk of 
peace.” “Well, there’s peace in my 
heart, friend,” answered the preacher, 
“and if you take Christ as your Sav- 
iour, tonight, you will have His peace 
too, so won’t that be still a bit more 
peace on this poor old earth.” And 
then the preacher sang, “In Jesus for 
peace I abide, and as I keep close to 
His side, there’s nothing but peace can 
betide, sweet peace the gift of God's 
love.” Then he added, “There will be 
no lasting peace until the Prince of 
Peace reigns,” and turning to the man 
who had been heckling, the preacher 
said, “We are going to the hall now, 
friend, why don’t you come and hear 
more of the way of salvation, and the 
way to true peace?” To the surprise of 
the bystanders, the man accepted the 
preacher’s invitation—Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Scarborough, Ont., Can. 


The Beauty of Silence—But Mary 
kept all these things, and pondered 
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them in her heart (Luke 2:19). The 
Women’s Residence Association of the 


’ Jowa State University distributed ques- 


tionnaires to 410 coeds to discover 
whether they would rather talk or lis- 
ten. Thirty-nine per cent said they 
would rather talk; thirty-six per cent 
enjoyed both talking and listening; the 
other twenty-five per cent would just 
like to listen! Oliver Wendell Holmes 
said, “Talking is like playing the harp; 
there is as much in laying the hands 
on the strings to stop their vibrations 
as in twanging them to bring out their 
music.”"—From Now. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


A Gift for His Birthday.—And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was 
told unto them (Luke 2:20). Most of 
us may have read the item in the 
Reader’s Digest about the little girl 
who came downstairs Christmas morn- 
ing, singing, “Happy birthday to you.” 
The mother hearing it said to herself, 
“Daughter is getting things mixed up a 
bit; for this is Christmas—not the birth- 
day of anyone in the family.” But as 
the child went on singing “Happy birth- 
day, dear Jesus, happy birthday to You,’ 
the mother smiled and knew the child 
was not confused! Whether December 
25 is actually the birthday of Jesus 
Christ or not, there certainly was a 
definite day on which He was born. 
And if we have not, like the Macedo- 
nian believers, given ourselves to Him, 
let us do it today. He is worthy of 
our best gifts. Let us give Him our 
bodies (Rom. 12:1) with all their mem- 
bers as instruments of righteousness 
(Rom. 6:13). Let us give Him our 
means (Phil. 4:18); also the fruit of 
our lips giving thanks to His name 
(Heb. 13:15). 

But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
’Tis all that I can, do. 
—From Tom M. Olson in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 





Oe Tae hi, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T BETH’S house, Christmas began 
right after Halloween. 

The important part of Christmas at 
Beth’s was not the presents. The most 
important part of Christmas was cele- 
brating the birth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They wanted others to know 
about Him. So they did everything 
they could to help others realize the 
true meaning of Christmas. 

Beth’s daddy made all kinds of things 
down in the basement. When Daddy 
finally moved the living room furni- 








December 10, 1960 (Lesson for December 25) 





Can You Let Them Die? 


Homeless, Helpless Babes Need Shelter and Care 





Sponsor a Korean Orphan, Remembering 
That When Jesus Was Born There 


Was No Room in the Inn 


Here Mrs. Swanson holds an abandoned, starved baby. 
There are many such in Korea. More Homes and spon- 
sors are sorely needed. 


Since they were so crowded, Mr. Swanson had to tell the 
Supt. of Eternal Life Orphanage NOT TO TAKE IN 
ANOTHER CHILD. The Supt. now writes, “Since you 
told us to stop receiving more babies, we are almost fight- 
ing to refuse them.” 


Your Help Their Only mope 


LOVE AND COMPASSION 


compel us to care for all we can 
so that they may grow up to 
healthy maturity and be taught to 
serve their Lord and Saviour. 

But many new sponsors are needed, 
as well as funds to provide 

more rooms. What would Jesus do? 


Among the children shown 
in the cribs above is Choo, 
Un Sim. There are many 








< This beautiful baby is Choo, Un Sim in our Love 

Valley Orphanage. She, too, was abandoned and 
starved. With loving care she now has become strong, 
healthy and radiant. Will you sponsor this precious child 
or another orphan like her? 





others with her in our LOVE VALLEY ORPHANAGE. You may sponsor, if she is 
spoken for, another child very much in need. Each child is waiting to have a beloved 
foster “Daddy and Mommie”! For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you or 
your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, Ladies Group, etc., will help bring 
Christ to your chosen boy or girl, and train him to be a Christian leader in Korea. This 
$8 provides all the needs of the child including school tuition which is not free in Korea. 
(You may ask a friend to be a co-sponsor with you—only $4 each per month.) 


The ESEA is caring for 
over 6000 orphans, r— North Leonard Drive 
children of lepers and 
war widows. Over 6 
million meals are 
served each year. Many 
more children are in 
desperate need, home- 
less, ragged and hun- 
gry. Help us expand 
our 70 Homes. Each 
one is a real Christian 
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THE. EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
A Non-Profit Corporation 
Chicago 31, Ill. Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 


Dept. ST-12, 4848 No. Leonard Dr., 
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THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Dept. ST-12 Chicago 31, Ill. 
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For helps in teaching Bible lessons with 
chalk get CHALK TALKS FOR THE 
AMATEUR (Lionel A. Hunt). Moody 
Press or Bible bookstores, $1.00. Includes 
Christmas message, black light hints. 


1063 RABBIS 
RECEIVE NEW 
TESTAMENTS 


he 1,000 bi-lingual New Testaments we mailed to 

Jewish rabbis are bearing fruit. Many have written 

to express their thanks and interest. One rabbi 
has received Christ as Saviour—now wants to be 
baptized. 

In an unprecedented group action, 63 rabbis wrote 
requesting bi-lingual New Testaments, giving the 
fame and address of each—thrilling proof of in- 
creasing interest of Jews in the New Testament. 

Now we have started a missionary venture to reach 
Jews of France, Switzerland and Belgium. Directed by 
a consecrated veteran Hebrew-Christian soul-winner, 
@ great opportunity is before us—again with the 
bi-lingual New Testaments as the key weapon. 

Jews prize the bi-lingual edition 
for its 2-column presentation of He- 
brew and second language side by 
side. It is far and away the best 
method of printed approach. $1.25 
will place a bi-lingual complete New 
Testament in the hands of a Jew; for 

25.00 you can reach 20 Jews, and 
heir families. Will you help us? 








Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President ’ 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, 
world renowned minister and author 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
[BJM JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga. 








ture into other rooms and brought the 
big boards up into the living room, 
Beth’s excitement ran _ high. She 
watched as Daddy made a big platform 
out of the boards. She handed him his 
hammer and other tools as he needed 
them. Before long the electric switches 
were wired on and then more and 
more things came up from the base- 
ment. Each evening more was added. 
What fun they had! 


Then on Christmas Eve and on 
Christmas night and on every single 
night until the end of the holidays, 
Beth’s house was full of company. Not 
only did their friends come, but people 
they did not know came. As soon as 
the living room was full of people, 
Beth’s mother went down into the base- 
ment and began playing Christmas 
hymns on the record player. Daddy 
turned out all the living room lights. 
And Beth, in the next room, began 
reading the Christmas story from the 
Bible. 

The guests listened quietly. They 
heard from God’s Word that God would 
send His Son—a promise made long, 
long before His Son was born. Then 
they heard how God told a Jewish 
woman, Mary, that she would be the 
mother of His Son. As Beth read the 
story, Daddy turned on a switch. And 
there, standing near some arbors with 
flowers (arbors that Daddy had made), 
was a carved figure to represent Mary 
and another figure of an angel. The 














Celebrating Mass in Brussels’ famous 


meetings 





A land of culture, art, beauty, com- 
merce; a land with a historic back- 
ground, advancing with the nations of 
the world... 


BUT a land where a highly civilized | 
veneer covers paganism, deep-seated | 
superstitions, and religious darkness. | 


market place o—_ 





200 Christians gathering to go out by bus and car 
to evangelize the region of Auvelais by open-air 





The | 
BELGIAN 
GOSPEL 
MISSION 


seeks to spread the Word of 
God in Belgium to evangelize, 
to build the church, to train 
men and women to carry on 
the ministry. 


Write for further information 


325 N. 13th St., Phila. 7, Pa. 
Member I.F.M.A. 
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guests were seeing the Christmas story 
as well as hearing it. 

When Beth read about Mary and 
Joseph’s being taxed and having to go 
to the city of Bethlehem, a light that 
Daddy switched on revealed the whole 
city. There were even little lights in- 


side each house! But, I am sorry to 
say, when Mary and Joseph got there, 
there was no room for them—not even 
in the inn. The innkeeper, however, 
did let them sleep out with the animals. 
And that very night in that city, God’s 
Son was born. (Mother was playing 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem.”) 
“Away out on the hillside (Beth was 
reading the story and Mother was play- 
ing on the record player, ‘While Shep- 


herds Watched Their Flocks by Night’ 


some lonely shepherds were watching 
their sheep.” (A dim light that Daddy 
switched on showed the_ shepherds 
around a little bonfire that was burn- 
ing!) “‘And behold, an angel of the 
Lord stood by them, and the glory of 
the Lord flashed and shone all about 
them, and they were terribly fright- 
ened,’” Beth read. <A _ bright beam 
shone on a figure of an angel. 

“But the angel said to them, Do not 
be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy which will come to 
all the people. For to you is born this 
day in the town of David a Savior, 
Who is Christ, the Messiah, the Lord! 
And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find after searching, a Baby wrap- 
ped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
a manger. Then suddenly there ap- 
peared with the angel an army of the 
troops of heaven—a heavenly knight- 
hood—praising God and saying, Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among men with whom He is 
well pleased’” (Amplified N.T.) 

As Beth read, Daddy let down a whole 
lot of figures of angels. There followed 
more scenes: the Wise Men, the manger. 

The guests watched reverently. And 
each one went home—even the Jewish 
people who had come—knowing the 
true meaning of Christmas. Will you 
tell your visiting friends what Christ- 
mas really means? I hope you will. 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 980) 
1. They were watching over their 
flock. 


2. It was the glory-cloud that indi- 
cated the Lord’s presence in Israel. 


3. Bethlehem. 
4. The babe would be found in a 
manger. 
5.-Christ’s birth, resurrection, and 
return. 
6. They went to Bethlehem. 
7. They made the news known. 
8. They wondered (Luke 2:18). 
9. She pondered these things. 
10. Glorifying and praising God. 
West Patm BEAcH, FLA. 
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The, Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 25 


The Word Takes Flesh 
(John 1:1-14) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE two topics in the series “The 

Word” that has just been completed 
have had to do with the written Word, 
or the Scriptures. We have seen some- 
thing of how our New Testament came 
into being, and we have noted how 
some men opposed the translation and 
circulation of the Bible in a language 
that the common people could read for 
themselves, and how they sought to 
destroy it. 

4 


This week, “The Word” in our topic 
title is used in a different sense. It is 
the sense in which John the Apostle, 
in beginning his Gospel, uses the term 
to refer to the Lord Jesus. He calls 
Him the “Logos,” a Greek word that is 
difficult to translate into English. It 
was a word used by the Greeks to 
convey the idea of “thought,” or “con- 
cept,” or “reason,” and it sometimes 
had a two-sided meaning that implied 
both “thought” (the logos within) and 
“speech” (the logos without). 


we 


In the personal sense in which John 
uses it in his Gospel, the Logos is the 
living expression to man of the eternal 
God. This meaning of the word was 
dimly foreshadowed in the Targums, 
or Jewish translations and interpreta- 
tions of the Old Testament, where we 
find the term “word of the Lord” used 
as a synonym for the name of God. 
Genesis 22:16 is rendered in these writ- 
ings, “By my word have I sworn”; and 
the term “word of the Lord” is also 
used in indicating God’s relationship 
with Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, and Moses. 
The Coming One of Malachi 3 is iden- 
tified in these writings as the Angel 
of the Lord, or the “Word of the Lord.” 


bd 


John, in speaking of Christ as the 
Word, makes it plain that His birth in 
human form did not mark His begin- 
ning, in the sense that we speak of a 
human being. As the Word, He was 
with God the Father from all eternity, 
the Second Person of the Trinity, and 
He was also very God, coequal with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit. 


bd 


The human mind that knows only 
time cannot grasp the full meaning of 
timelessness. John tells us that before 
any beginning that man may compre- 
hend, the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit were. Before the Creation 
referred to in Genesis 1:1 and in John 
1:3, God in His triune being was. What 
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is more, the Logos, the Second Person 
of the Trinity, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
shared in the creation of this world 
that we know, and in the creation of 
everything that was made (see also 
Col. 1:16, 17). What is more, the birth 
in Bethlehem, by which God the Son 
became incarnate in human flesh, was 
an event determined upon before the 
world was (Acts 2:23; 1 Pet. 1:20), 
Not only the willingness of the Son but 
the considered counsel and decision of 
the Godhead entered into the plan of 
man’s redemption, and it was only 
through Immanuel, or God with us in 
the flesh, that the substitutionary atone- 
ment for man’s sin could be effected, 
Only in this way would man be re 
stored to fellowship with God through 
the sinlessness and death of the Man- 
God. 
4 


And so Christ came into our world 
in our flesh as our Saviour to redeem 
man, and, as the Logos, or expression 
of God, to show us what the Father is 
like, so that seeing and knowing Christ 
by faith, we might see and know the 
Father (John 14:7-10). 


se 


The great tragedy of it all, as John 
reminds us, is that, although to com- 
plete God’s loving plan for redemption 
the Lord Jesus laid aside for a time 
His divine prerogatives and came into 
our sinful world, the world in a large 
measure has not only failed ‘to recog- 
nize Him but has even refused to re- 
ceive Him. Even the nation into which 
He was born rejected Him. 
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Only those few who believe on Him 
and receive Him into their hearts by 
faith come into the blessed privilege of 
being born from above and thus being 
restored to fellowship with God as His 
sons. 

we 


Have you believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour and thus re- 
ceived Him into your heart by faith? 
If you have not, you can receive no 
greater gift at this Christmas season 
than the Lord of Glory. If you know 
Him as your Saviour and Lord, will 
you make possible to someone else this 
Christmastime the greatest Christmas 
Gift in all the world by telling him 
about the Lord Jesus and what He has 
done for you? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


bd 


“No Room... in the Inn” 
(Continued from page 974) 


for Christ because of some dominant 
passion in the life. It may be a pas- 
sion for things that are perfectly 
lawful in themselves, and that have 4 
legitimate place in every well-ordered 
life. But such a passion becomes an 
evil thing when it is allowed to be- 
come so dominant as to crowd Christ 
out of life. The tragedy of many 4 
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life is this, that idols tend to become 
ideals. We come to think that there 
js nothing in life worth living for ex- 
cept the idol—study, sport, social po- 
sition, money-making. A dominant 
passion for anything at all may exclude 
Jesus Christ from our lives, and ex- 
clude Him to our eternal impoverish- 
ment. 

There is in some lives, too, an un- 
sharable secret that makes these words 
true of us—no room for Him. There 
are those who deprive. themselves of 
the fellowship of the One who would 
have interpreted their grief, and re- 
vealed it to them as part of the great 
love and purpose of God. He would 
have colored it as the sunshine ir- 
radiates the raindrops, and makes every 
one shine like a gem with the golden 
glory of God. How strange, then, it is 
that these very things that can only be 
understood in His fellowship should be 
the causes of His exclusion from our 
lives. No room for Him because we 
think He has no sympathy with our 
deepest concerns! Oh, that we might 
know just how much He does sym- 
pathize and care! Let us not set our 
love on the things that perish. 

Think again of Bethlehem. How near 
the people—that innkeeper and those 
around him—were to a miracle on that 
wonderful night, and how unconscious 
they were of it! There in the stable- 
yard of the house was the King of 
Glory in disguise. That rude stable, 
by His coming to it and by His pres- 
ence there, was in one moment of time 
transformed into the very focus point 
of the world’s light and life. We are 
all very near to that same transform- 
ing miracle. Why not make room for 
Him in your heart today, for He longs 
to possess the life that He purchased 
so dearly. “Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting 
doors; and the King of glory shall 
come in” (Psa. 24:7). “And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent” (John 17:3). 


we 


Should Man Change 
God’s Word? 


(Continued from page 974) 


close reproduction of the original. The 
passages that are in any question are 
very few and they touch upon no im- 
portant doctrine of the Christian faith. 

It should be obvious, however, that 
since the original Scriptures were writ- 
ten in Hebrew and Greek there had to 
be translations into other tongues if 
the common people everywhere were 
to have access to the Scriptures. 

During the first centuries of the 
Christian Era and earlier, a Greek ver- 
Sion of the Old Testament Scriptures, 
known as the Septuagint, was in com- 
mon usage. Then shortly after the 
Apostolic Age, when the books of the 
New Testament had been generally ac- 
cepted, there were two principal trans- 
lations made of the Bible. One was 
Called the Peshitta or Syrian Bible, 
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"Deke the centuries persists the nostalgic magic 
of the Christmas story—the mysterious star, the awed shep- 

herds, the angel choir, the tiny baby who was Christ the Lord. 

Among the much-loved and poignantly beautiful chapters in the story 
of the Nativity is the account of the Magi who had followed the star 
from the East. These are the “wise men” of Christmas song...and 
according to the Biblical record they were wise men indeed—for when 
they saw the Christ Child they fell down to worship Him, to present 


their costly gifts. It’s a wise man who brings a gift to the Christ Child— 


at Christmas 1960 as well as on the wondrous night of His birth. How 
can you bring a gift to Him... 
in this Christmas season? 

The Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself has said : “‘Jnasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me.”’ World Vision, 
Inc., ministers to “‘the 
least of these’’—the lost 
and leprous, the 

orphaned and 
widowed—in the 
Saviour’s Name. 

With the help of friends in, 
the United States and Cana 
it cares for 14,014 children 
in 158 Christian orphanages 
around the globe and carries 
on many important evangelistic, 
educational and social welfare 
ministries through the world while 
assisting over 100 denominational and inter- 
denominational missionary agencies in meeting ; 
emergency needs. Won’t you help us help them—“‘the 
least of these” in His Name? 
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which was used in the Syrian churches 
and the other was the Old Latin Ver. 
sion, which was made for the North 
African Christians and used in many 
of the western churches. It was this 
latter version that Jerome used largely 
in preparing the Latin Vulgate Version 
of the Scriptures in the fourth cen. 
tury. This was the only translation of 
the Bible that the English possessed 
for some centuries. It is the Bible fol- 
lowed today by the Roman Catholics 
in all their translation work, and what 
is called the Douay Version was made 
from the Vulgate. 

Early in the days of the Reformation, 
the importance was seen of getting the 
Bible into the hands of the common 
people in a language they could read 
and so, in 1382, a translation into Eng- 
lish by John Wycliffe was completed, 
This was followed by an English trans- 
lation of the New Testament by Wil- 
liam Tyndale. The invention of the 
printing press in 1454 made possible a 
rapid circulation and reading of his 
translation. 

Later, in 1611, came a careful trans- 
lation of the whole Bible, using all 
the manuscripts then available. It was 
made by a group of fifty-four learned 
men sponsored by King James I of 
England. This we know today as the 
King James Version of the Bible. 

In 1881, a revision of the King James 
Version was made by a representative 
body of scholars who used certain 
sources of information that were not 
available when the King James Ver- 
sion was. produced. This_ revision 
changed some forms of expression to 
conform with changes that had come 
about in the English language. 

While all of these translations and 
versions and revisions were made by 
godly men who sought the mind of 
the Lord in their work and were guided 
in a remarkable measure in handling 
the Scriptures, we must not claim for 
them the same type or measure of in- 
spiration that the Bible ascribes to its 
original writers. Therefore, when 
translators make changes such as the 
ones mentioned by this Washington 
reader, they are not tampering with 
the Word of God. The translators of 
the King James Version used the words 
“quick” and “powerful” in translating 
Hebrews 4:12 because they thought 
these words expressed the best mean- 
ing of the original Greek in the Eng- 
lish language of their day. The 
translators of the American Standard 
Version used the words “living” and 
“active” in translating the same Greek 
words because the English language of 
1800 had changed from that of 1600. 
“Quick” earlier had the meaning that 
we give to “living” today. In modern 
English, “quick” carries the thought of 
“swiftness” or “rapidity” or “hastiness.” 
“Active” was thought to convey more 
closely the meaning of the Greek word 
“energes,” from the root of which we 
get our words “energy” and “energetic.” 

If in making changes in translation 
men had violated the meaning or in- 
tent of the original Greek or Hebrew, 
this would indeed have been making 4 
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word from the one used in an earlier 
translation in order to clarify and make 
plain and bring up to date the mean- 
ing of a word is not changing God’s 
Word. 


bd 


The Gospel of Christmas 
(Continued from page 973) 


instituted a festival—the Lord’s Supper, 
a simple meal with its simplest of ele- 
ments, a piece of bread, a cup of wine— 
which spoke not of His birth, but of His 
atoning death. 

What then is the Gospel of Christmas? 
In contrast to the world and its secular- 
izing influence throughout Christendom, 
the Bible declares that the good news 
of Christmas is God Incarnate, who was 
born as the Babe of Bethlehem. But 
the Gospel of His coming must always 
be not only the good news of His birth, 
put also of His death. 

The prophecy concerning His name 
gives the key both to His person and 
work—“Thou shalt call: his name Jesus, 
for he shall save his people from their 
sins.” 

The Gospel of Christmas is the good 
news of God who gave, of God who 
came, of God who died and who rose 
again. The Gospel of Christmas is the 
good news of the purpose of Him who 
came to seek and to save the lost. 

The Gospel of Christmas is just two 
words—“Emmanuel,” “Saviour.” 


Children at Home 


Growing Pains 
By Beauford C. Marshall 


66 OW come you’re so much bigger 

than I am?” little Mike queried 
as he pulled another weed from the 
flower bed. 

“Because I’m growing up,” his teen- 
aged brother Al answered, yanking at 
a big clump of crab grass. 

“What’s growing up?” 

Al rubbed his chin and tried to look 
very wise. 

“Well, it’s a lot of things. Some of 
them you like and some you don’t,” he 
said. 

“Am I gonna grow up like you?” 

“Sure you are, if you eat your spin- 
ach and drink your milk.” 

Mike thought for a moment and in- 
sisted, “You mean that’s all you had to 
do to grow up?” 

Al laughed and said, “No, not quite. 
You have to do a lot of other things 
too, in between.” 

“What else?” 

Al realized now that Mike was as 
Seriously seeking answers as a four- 
year-old boy could, so he said care- 
fully, “Like helping other people, for 
one thing.” 

“Doin’ what?” he asked suspiciously, 
and rubbed the back of his dirty hand 
across his forehead. 
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change in God’s Word. But using another 


house for Mother.” 
“What could I do to help her? I 


can’t even reach the drawers and 
shelves, and things like that.” 
“Yes, that’s true, isn’t it?” Al mused. 


“Well, let’s see. I’m sure you could 
pick up your playthings at night and 
put them into the box Dad made for 
them, couldn’t you?” 

Slowly Mike answered, “Yeah, I guess 
so.” 

“And how about emptying the waste 
paper baskets?” Al continued. 

“Those things?” Mike exclaimed. 

“Somebody has to,” Al explained. 

Just then their mother came out on 


the back porch. “Boys, it’s time for 
lunch,” she called. 
“We’re coming, Mother,” answered 


Mike, and then turned back to his 
brother and said, “Well, after I do all 
those things, when do I start growing 
up?” 

Quick to keep the advantage he had 
gained, Al answered carefully, “As soon 
as you start doing bigger things.” 

“How can I do big things, when I’m 
so little?” said Mike as he picked up 
his sweater and started toward the 
house. 

“You'll see,” Al explained as he 
walked along beside him, “Doing little 
things will help you grow and God 
will take care of that. Just as He helps 
little fellows do helpful little things, 
He also gives them the strength and 
helps them to learn how to do bigger 
things. Pulling a few weeds today was 
a good start.” 

Mike paused at the bottom of the 
porch steps. “Does God help Mom and 
Dad, too?” he asked. 

“Yes, He helps Mother, Dad, you and 
me.” 

“Does that mean like my Sunday 
school teacher said, ‘God is everywhere 
all the time’?” 

“Yes, it does Mike. You remember 

that. Do as you think Jesus would do, 
and God will take care of you and 
make you grow big and strong.” 
’ “Mom told me that once! Did she 
tell you that, too, when you were lit- 
tle?” asked Mike as he opened the 
back door. 

“Yes, yes she did Mike,” Al answered 
thoughtfully, as he followed Mike into 
the house, “and it’s working out just 
as she promised.” 


NASHVILLE, TENN. 


4 


Nigeria Recognizes the Church 
(Continued from page 977) 


the peace of the world. So far, Nigeria’s 
foreign policy has been neutralist, but 
with an awareness of the dangers of 
Communist entanglements. 

With a strong Christian representa- 
tion in the government—the premier of 
the Western Region and six cabinet 
ministers are Baptists, while the East- 
ern prime minister and leader of the 
opposition are Methodists—many are 
praying that the church’s voice will be 
heard increasingly in Nigerian affairs. 


“Oh, doing little things around the 


HELP EVANGELIZE 
RUSSIANS AND OTHERS 


in 24 countries around the 
world, by supporting mis- 
sionaries, engaging an 
sending out more mission- 
aries, distributing Bibles, 
New Testaments and Gos- 
pel literature in Russian 
and other languages, send- 
ing relief to sufferin 
Christians in Europe an 
supporting the Russian 
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The new nation, with its stable polit- 
ical situation, will undoubtedly play a 
prominent part in the days to come on 
the African platform. 

These facts give new significance— 
and new prayer urgency—to the pro- 
phetic words of the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury: “What happens in Africa in 
the next 50 years matters more for the 
future of mankind than almost any- 
thing else.” 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Change for Chalwood. By Deryck 


Ashton. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London; 5/8d, postpaid.) Two 
teen-age boys, John Chester and 


Michael Yorke, returned home from 
boarding school for their summer va- 
cation. They found a new neighbor 
had moved into the area, a Mr. Stephens, 
one time missionary to Malaya, a fine 
Christian man. The boys learned that 
the railroad service to Chalwood, the 
next town, was to be discontinued, and 
with others they tried to stop the 
change. One dark rainy night John 
discovered, in a flash of lightning, that 
part of the bridge was gone. The bus 
driver jammed on his brakes and the 
bus swung around and struck John, 
knocking him down, but the passengers 
were saved. A strong plea was made 
to continue the railroad, as it was 
opened just one hundred years ago. 
Two older men, Mr. Stephens and Ma- 
jor Evans, used their influence not so 
much to save the railroad as to lead 
both John and Mike to the Lord. The 
story is full of conversation and lively 
action, and with a wholesome Chris- 
tian message. 


Secret of the Beach. By Adair R. 
Sullivan. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 
New York 18, $2.95.) Wilbur was a 
boy with ideas. He was determined 
to build a boat, and Mr. Munson would 
show him how. First, however, that 
worthy gentleman helped him rig up 
the old flat-bottomed Lillibelle, which 
could sail the creek safely but no 
farther. No more creek for Wilbur, 
though; when the day came to sail the 
craft, he headed straight for the choppy 
bay and assorted adventures. Chief of 
these had to do with the Tilottas, es- 
pecially Vic and his ubiquitous sister. 
Now there were three to think up 
ideas—how to start a boat rental busi- 
ness, where to dig for LaFitte’s buried 
treasure, how to be detective enough 
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to learn who was ghost-scaring them at 
every turn. Was it Cotton Carter, Wil- 
bur’s school enemy? Or Mr. Yetts, 
who owed the Tilottas much-needed 
money? Then came the big govern- 
ment boat loaded with explosives to 
open a passage from the bay to the 
Gulf so fish and wild life could re- 
turn and with them the wealthy sports- 
men. And at least some of Wilbur’s 
ideas bounced suddenly from dream 
to fruition. 


Boy of Ephesus. By Marian Waite 
Magoon. (Longmans, Green and Co., 
Inc., New York 18; $2.95.) The life of a 
schoolboy in Ephesus in Bible times is 
portrayed in this absorbing book. 
Manos, a teen-age boy, is lame, but he 
is saved from a bad fall by a stranger, 
whom he afterward learned was Paul 
the Apostle. Cornelius the centurion is 
also in Ephesus at the time, and the 
city is greatly stirred because the hated 
“Society of Fish,” as Christian believers 
were then called, was causing loss to 
the silversmiths selling images of Diana. 
Luke also is a Christian whom Manos 
came to greatly admire, especially after 
Dr. Luke had treated the father of 
Manos and restored him. An uproar 
was quieted when Cornelius the cen- 
turion took over. Then Manos and all 
the group were hurried onto a ship 
that waited in the harbor. Here there 
came a message from Cornelius to Aris- 
tides (father of Manos), with good news 
for Manos as well as for his father, the 
silversmith. The presence of Gaius and 
Aristarchus, companions of Paul, as in- 
dicated in Acts 19, gives further light 
on the situation. As the boy Manos 
watched and listened, he kept thinking 
about Cornelius and Paul, and their 
teaching about loving one’s neighbor. 


Zambesi Island. By E. Milligan. 
(Victory Press, Clapham Crescent, Lon- 
don; 5/8d, postpaid.) Two teen-age sons 
of a missionary doctor in Africa were 








European Christian Fellowship 


Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 

for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
llth and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and _ France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 


-itinerary to the tour director, Harry 


J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


about to return to their school, and 
they were taking one special trip t 
complete their holiday. Terry and 
Rodney, accompanied by a faithful na. 
tive, journeyed upstream, searching for 
the beginning of the mighty Zambesj 
River. They landed on an island, and 
walking about, they discovered a cave 
which they entered. It was the home 
of a native witch doctor and a huge 
snake. The day was very hot, and the 
boys wanted to dive into the cool wa. 
ters of the river. They were warned 
that a huge crocodile lived there, but 
Rodney took a chance and dropped 
into the pool, and Kayomba the native 
boy jumped into the pool to attract the 
attention of the crocodile away from 
Rodney. Terry was able to strike the 
croc on the head with an ax, but not 
before both the boys had been badly 
bitten on their legs by the crocodile, 
They were placed ’'in hammocks, and 
carried all night to get them to the 
mission hospital. There, when he was 
able, Rodney made the confession to 
his father that he had been disobedient 
in jumping into the pool, and there 
also he opened his heart to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and took his firm stand 
as a Christian. A clean, wholesome, 
and thrilling story. 


No More a Stranger. By Orville 
Steggerda. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Joe 
Marks, a lonely orphan boy, had never 
known father nor mother, but had been 
helper on a large farm since his child- 
hood. Now he was finding real friend- 
liness in a_ well-to-do farmer, Mr. 
Simpson, and his lovely daughter, Betty. 
They helped him secure a medium 
sized farm nearby, and Joe was happy, 
though lonely. At the Simpsons Joe 
learned that Sunday was the Lord's 
Day, and “Pop” and Betty taught him’ 
also the preciousness of the Christian 
faith. Joe, eating his lonely supper 
one evening in a restaurant, is ap- 
proached by Mabel, a pretty girl who 
sits down beside him and tries to win 
his attention. She asks him to buy 
her her supper. He refuses, and she 
screams, “He insulted me. . * 
man nearby fairly hisses, “Mabel’s my 
girl,” and he strikes Joe with a black- 
jack. There are many characters in 
the story, one of the worst being a 
certain Sam Hardin, who later became 
involved in some mysterious doings. 
It is a mystery story, but clean and 
Christian. A wedding is planned in 
Joe’s new house. As the ceremony 
was beginning, the sheriff strode into 
the room and straight up to Joe. “Joe 
Marks,” he said, “You are under arrest,” 
and he slipped handcuffs on him and 
led him out of the room. Joe was put 
in a prison cell, innocent but com- 
pletely discouraged, till his lawyer got 
him out on bail. In the end, it was 
Betty who figured largely in the dis- 
covery and capture of the guilty parties. 
The story ends well. 


God Our Contemporary. By J. B. 
Phillips. (The Macmillan Co., New 
York 11; $2.50, cloth; $1.25, paper.) We 
are all grateful to J. B. Phillips for giv- 
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ing to us the New Testament in our 
own idiom. In his latest book, Preb- 
endary Phillips has made a bold plea 
for an honest investigation by both 
Christians and humanists as to what 
Christianity really is. He points out 
the inherent inadequacies of both hu- 
manism and scientism (neither answers 
the question “why,” nor touches on 
problems of meaning and value). On 
the other hand, he clears away the 
rubble of extra-Christian ideas (e.g., 
obscurantism, Victorianism, sentimen- 
talism, taboo) which has accumulated 
around true Christianity. He asks us 
to look at the central issues: are 
Christ’s claims about Himself actually 
true? and did He rise from the tomb? 
Further, he points out that Christian- 
ity alone deals realistically with the 
staggering problems of human sin and 
suffering that plague all thinking peo- 
ple. Speaking of the efforts of human- 
ism to cope with the world, he says, 
‘If there is no restoring force, no heal- 
ing and rehabilitating Spirit, no extra- 
human source of goodness and com- 
passion, then many of us are undone 
indeed.” Of the barrenness of mere 
agnosticism he says, “I would suggest 
that since we are in a very junior 
position in the universe, men might do 
better to set their hands and hearts to 
tasks that cry out to be done, instead 
of posing everlasting whys before they 
are willing to work to alleviate hu- 
man suffering and needs.” The Chris- 
tianity for which Dr. Phillips pleads is, 
in his own words, a “Christian hu- 
manism,” based solidly on the fact that 
we are a “visited planet,” that God has, 
in fact, come in the person of Jesus 
Christ, and that “it is those who are in 
touch with the eternal order who make 
the most heroic and sustained efforts to 
improve conditions for their fellows. 
It is those who know God to be eternal 
who most satisfactorily prove that God 
is their contemporary.” One might dis- 
miss the book as another attempt at 
philosophical apologetics, but to do so 
is to forget that it is a canon law of 
literary art that to re-examine ancient 
problems and re-state timeworn truths 
in a fresh and disarming way is both 
legitimate and worthy. 


What Shall We Say About Alcohol? 
By Caradine R. Hooton. (Abingdon 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) Dr. 
Hooton, who is General Secretary of the 
Board of Temperance of the Methodist 
Church, has undertaken an extremely 
dificult task, and has performed it 
adequately. The subject of alcohol is 
a thorny one, and is difficult to discuss 
objectively. Nearly everyone, from 
extreme prohibitionists to the distillers 
themselves, approaches the subject with 
strong emotional predispositions. Dr. 
Hooton, while pleading the case for 
total abstinence, maintains an attitude 
of moderation, caution, and charity 
throughout. He discusses the tremen- 
dous social problems created by alco- 
holism and the ways in which the 
church can try to combat this evil in 
Society. Dr. Hooton appeals to the tone 
of Scripture, and our Christian calling, 
Saying that the use of alcohol, even 





The lessons you teach today in 
your Sunday school may well 
help determine the future of 
your students. When you teach 
God’s Word, every minute 
counts. Make sure you select 
Union lessons for all depart- 
ments of your Sunday school, 


precious moments 
y with PRECIOUS 





LIVES... 


make them count with ASSU lessons 





from beginners through adults. 
ASSU Bible-centered Sunday 
school materials present the 
WHOLE truth of the Bible. The 
Gospel is emphasized through- 
out and Christ is made pre- 
eminent. Send for free sample 
materials today to Dept. SP60 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Suppliers of religious material to Sunday Schools for over a century. 
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WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Modernism and 


Unbelief 


‘*The Church has always had to face unbe- 
lief. Paul spoke of grievous wolves who do 
not spare the flock, and added: ‘From 
among your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things’ (Acts 20:30). 
He also said, ‘There must be also heresies 
among you’ (I Corinthians 11:19). But 
such unbelief is particularly a mark of the 
last days. ‘The Spirit saith expressly, that 
in later times some shall fall away from 
the faith’ (I Timothy 4:1). One of their 
characteristics is that they hold a form of 
godliness, but deny the power thereof (II 
Timothy 3:5). 

‘‘The history of unbelief in the Protes- 
tant Church today goes back to the German 
rationalism of the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries. Taken up by theologians, 
modernism, as it was called, made conquest 
after conquest. Do not be misled. It is not 
dead yet. It infects all views which fall 
short of the historic orthodox faith—the 
fundamentals of the Word of God. With 
unbelieving criticism it deigns to judge the 
Book by which all will be judged in the 
last day. 

‘¢The fundamentals of the faith are just 
that. Any ‘Christianity’ that denies or 
dilutes them is not the Christianity of the 
Bible. Such a ‘Christianity’ is to be repu- 
diated, rejected, condemned. It is spurious. 
The objective, historic revelation of God 


December 10, 1960 (Lesson for December 25) 








in the holy Bible—from Genesis to Revela- 


tion—presents these cardinal doctrines 
which are part of the warp and woof of 
genuine Christianity. 


‘These doctrines have largely to do with 
the Person of Christ, for Christianity at 
heart concerns Him. They are the divine 
inspiration of the Word of God, which is 
necessary if we are to have an infallible, 
inerrant revelation of the truth to be be- 
lieved; the virgin birth and sinless life of 
the Lord Jesus, which is necessary if we 
are to have a Saviour; the atoning and 
substitutionary death of the Lord Jesus, 
which is necessary if men are to have a 
Redeemer; the glorious resurrection of the 
Son of God, which is necessary to the estab- 
lishment of the validity of the cross and 
to all that that cross guarantees for the, 
future; the ascension and return of the 
Son of God, which is necessary to the con- 
summation of the purpose of God.’’ 


Every Christian should have a copy of 
William Culbertson’s book God’s Provision 
for Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible 
study and practical exhortation. 112 pages, 
paper bound. For your free copy, write 
Moody Bible Institute, Dept. S-0-871, 820 
North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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in moderation, is incompatible with be- 
longing to Christ. The book is full of 
helpful ways in which the church can 
constructively oppose the evils of alco- 
holism in our society. Even though 
few nonabstainers will find the book 
convincing, it may help total abstainers 
to clarify their thinking, and to take a 
responsible position by reason of their 
convictions. 


A Doctor’s Casebook in the Light of 
the Bible. By Paul Tournier. (Harper 
and Brothers, New York 16, $3.50.) It 
is to be hoped that by this time the 
struggle between science and theology 
is understood by thinking people on 
both sides to be an illusion. The pomp- 
ous claim of natural science to give us 
an adequate picture of the world, and 
the fear of some Christians that there 
is something nefarious about science, 
are both sophomoric. Tension arises 
only when either side gets to drawing 
unwarranted inferences from its own 
data. There is no feeling of conflict in 
this book. Rather there is a full ac- 
ceptance of all of the insights and 
limitations of science (including the 
work of Freud and Jung), and a bring- 
ing to bear upon them the light of 
Scripture. Dr. Tournier shows us that 
it is with the total man, and not just 
with the body, that the doctor must 
be concerned. Behind the purely 
scientific phenomena of disease, afflic- 
tion, and death, are the inescapable 
questions concerning the meaning of 
these things which dog every human 
being, and which cannot, by the very 
nature of the case, be answered by 
the natural sciences. It is in the Bible 
that these answers are to be found. 
Ultimately all things are to the end of 
bringing us to God, for the meaning of 
life is fellowship with God. As is the 
case with C. S. Lewis, here is a man 
of vast erudition and _ sophistication 
speaking to us concerning life in words 
that we can understand at the first 
reading. One is aware of three rare 








Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


IMES readers will remember the 
excellent article, “The Role of the 
Sunday School,” published in the TrmEs, 
February 23, 1957, in which John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the F.B.I., told why 
the Sunday school is needed today. 
This is available in reprint form and 
is suitable for neighborhood distribu- 
tion in membership drives, or in prep- 
aration for Rally Day or other special 
occasions. It is a message also suitable 
for pupils to take home to parents. 
The reprints are on a single sheet 
8% x 11 inches, with ample space on the 
reverse side for the imprint of your 
church or Sunday school and an invita- 
tion to your services. The modest cost 
makes possible a wide distribution. 
Copies may be had, postpaid, at 3 
cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; or $10 
a thousand. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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characteristics in Dr. Tournier’s writ- 
ing. He speaks with authority: there 
is none of the modish and quasi- 
Freudian jargon of the man who has 
had only a course or two in the tech- 
niques of pastoral counseling. He 
speaks, secondly, with humility: his 
work is free of the doctrinaire, im- 
personal absolutes of the man obsessed 
with a theory. And, above all, his 
work is charitable. He obviously loves 
men and loves the work that God has 
given to him. He is first and always 
a human being, and only secondly a 
professional man. 


The Theology of the Major Sects. 
By John H. Gerstner. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) 
Believing that witnessing Christians 
need a handbook designed for ready 
reference as well as a volume con- 
cerned primarily with doctrinal discus- 
sions, Professor Gerstner has provided 
us with a book that meets these needs. 
Historical matters are not entirely ig- 
nored, especially when they clarify a 
point at issue. Of the ten chapters 
comprising the first section of the book, 
eight are devoted to the principal cults. 
(Gerstner uses “sects” to refer to “those 
Christian denominations not regarded 
as evangelical.” We think he would 
have been better advised to use the 
more common appelation, “cults.”) It 
is somewhat surprising to find “Liberal- 
ism” and “Faith Healing” among the 
cults thus described. In chapter one 
Gerstner presents and defends his own 
viewpoint. He discusses the order in 
which the cults are presented, begin- 
ning with those that “have held some- 
what to original Christianity,” then 
considering those that “offer a rein- 
terpretation” (we find Liberalism here), 
and then those that “virtually leave 
Christianity altogether.” The appendix, 
which is almost as long as the book 
proper, is to Gerstner the raison d’etre 
of the volume. It contains doctrinal 
analyses of the cults in contrast with 
“traditional Christian doctrines,” a glos- 
sary, and bibliography. 

The Growing Minister—His Oppor- 
tunities and Obstacles. By Andrew W. 
Blackwood, D.D. (Abingdon - Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $3.) “The most 
difficult professional work on earth” is 
how this author regards the task of the 
Gospel ministry. This book has grown 
out of the author’s experiences at min- 
isterial conferences and his correspond- 
ence with many pastors. In the last 
decade or so he has met with groups 
of clergymen in half of the states of 
the Union and in parts of Canada. He 
says that among all the books he has 
written for ministers this one has cost 
him most. Let it be remembered that 
he is the author of more than a dozen 
volumes. He admits failures that he 
has made and points them out to those 
who follow. He tells us that his chief 
difficulty has been with himself. In 
the first half of the book he deals with 
the ideals of Bible reading, prayer, and 
other related subjects. In the latter 
half he deals with various obstacles, 
some of which he still must face. This 
book should be read by every minister 


who wishes to be truly used of the 
Lord, especially by the younger men, 
He points out the hopeless state of the 
Christian apart from the direct leading 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Devotional Introduction to Job. By 
Andrew W. Blackwood, Jr. (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich, 
$2.95.) Although our author declines 
to use the word “commentary,” it would 
not be improper to call this volume a 
commentary. True enough, he does not 
comment on each and every verse, but 
he does analyze the more significant 
ones, and his treatment of the book 
by paragraphs follows the thread of 
the discussion in a most perceptive 
way. Disclaiming pretense to scholar- 
ship, Blackwood writes as a pastor. Yet 
he is aware of the best in Joban studies, 
He discusses critical viewpoints of the 
book, but he defends the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit while withholding judg- 
ment as to date and authorship. His 
comments are on the text of the Au- 
thorized Version, from which he only 
occasionally departs. Our -author calls 
his work a “devotional introduction.” 
The adjective is not quite apt. His 
material is high and lofty, but the style 
is at times sarcastic, sometimes flip- 
pant. Blackwood would have done bet- 
ter to adopt a style more congenial 
with his message. 


Shorter Atlas of the Bible. By Luc 
H. Grollenberg. (Thomas Nelson and 
Sons, New York 17; $3.95.) A Domin- 


ican priest has prepared an exciting 
and eminently readable history and 
geography of the Bible. Beginning with 
early nations and their localities, the 
author brings Scriptural backgrounds 
to life with the aid of maps, pictures, 
and drawings. He is careful to explain 
difficult and technical concepts. A good 
cross-reference system connects the text 
with the illustrations. Any earnest stu- 
dent will delight in what he reads 
and will find his grasp of Scripture 
greatly strengthened. However, there 
is one important qualification to this 
recommendation. One might expect a 
book written by a priest, passed by a 
Romish censor, and bearing the im- 
primatur of an archbishop, to portray a 
high view of the Bible and its inspi- 
ration. However this is not the case. 
A developmental hypothesis of the 
Scriptures is adopted throughout and 
a very human Bible results. Perhaps 
an infallible church does not need an 
infallible Scripture! 
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Scripture Art Calendars for 1961 


HE attractive and helpful Scrip- 

ture Art Calendars for 1961 are 
now ready. The special features of these 
calendars make them desirable not only 
for use in the home but also for the 
Sunday school and church. Daily Scrip- 
ture readings that follow the selections 
of the American Bible Society encour- 
age regular Bible reading. Devotional 
readings for each week, Bible verses 
for each day of the year, and memory 
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selections help one to increase his fa- 
miliarity with the whole Word of God. 
Titles and Scripture references are 
given each week for the International 
Uniform Lessons. 

Sundays and holidays are indicated 
in red, small inserts showing the pre- 
ceding and following months are in- 
cluded with each month, and the phases 
of the moon are given. 

Full-color reproductions of well- 
known paintings illustrating incidents 
from the New Testament are the out- 
standing feature of the _ calendars. 
Teachers will find these helpful in 
making stories from the life of Jesus 
vivid and meaningful to their Sunday 
School classes, and many will find the 
calendars to be attractive additions to 
any room of the home because of this 
feature. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder- 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 
12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 
for $22; they may be. had by sending 
your name and address, along with your 
order, to: The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
Just ask for the 1961 Scripture Art 
Calendar. 


December 10, 1960 (Lesson for December 25) 

















By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 19 to 25 


Mon.—Luke 1:26-38. 
A Message for Mary. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The angel Ga- 
briel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin 
... Mary. And the angel came in unto 
her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed 
art thou among women.” After years 
of divine silence came the annunciation 
to the virgin Mary. What a salutation! 
What honor! Speak gently of Mary, 
“Mother of [our] . . . Lord” (see vv. 
43, 48). The birth of our Lord is the 
most outstanding miracle of the ages. 
God in the person of His Son, appear- 
ing in human flesh for our salvation, 
ever will be the greatest token of God’s 
love. Pray for the American Tract 
Society, New York. 


Tues.—Luke 1:46-55. The Song of Mary. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And Mary said, 
My soul doth magnify the Lord.” Mary’s 
magnificat was a prelude to the song 
of the angels of Bethlehem. Their 
theme was the incarnation of the Son 
of the Highest. Up to the first Christ- 
mas, appearances of God in human 
form, called theophanies, were tem- 
porary accommodations. In Christ’s in- 
carnation God came into union with 
humanity for the purposes of redemp- 
tion, salvation, and revelation. God as 
Christ excels all other divine mani- 
festations. What mercy! Pray for the 
China Inland Mission, Toronto, Can. 


Wed.—Luke 2:1-7. 
How God Kept His Promise. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bethlehem.” The 
promise of Bethlehem’s becoming the 
birthplace of our Saviour was made 
by the Prophet Micah seven hundred 
years before the event. Amazing provi- 
dential circumstances led up to Christ’s 
birth. Think of what God had to 
do to bring about this miracle. Di- 
vine guidance is now exhibited in the 
Lord’s holy habitation, the Church. 
Souls are born of the Spirit miracu- 
lously. Each believer is constrained to 
confess that it is all of grace. “It is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy” (Rom. 9:16). Pray for effective 
evangelization among the Chinese. 


Thurs.—Luke 2:8-14. 
The First Christmas Carol. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” Angels sang when 
God laid the foundations of the earth; 
but we do not know what they sang. 
In the advent of our Lord, at Bethle- 





hem, their words spilled onto the earth. 
Sweeter words were never heard by 
human ears. Our ears shall hear angels 
sing when the doors of Heaven open 
to let ransomed hosts, led by Christ, 
enter their everlasting Home (Psa. 24: 


3-10). Pray for Algiers Mission Band, 
Dar Naama, Algiers. 


Fri—Luke 2:15-20. 
Shepherds and a Manger. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us. And they 
came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a man- 
ger.” Man’s pride is laid low by Christ’s 
manger. The King of kings chose to 
be the poorest of the poor for our 
sakes. “He made himself of no repu- 
tation.” Deep poverty was chosen by 
our Lord, who made the worlds, in 
order to save us from sin. It is over- 
whelming! “O come, let us adore 
Him.” Pray for Soldiers’ and Gospel 
Mission of South America, Pompton 
Plains, N. J. 


Sat.—Luke 2:21-35. An Old Man’s Song. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, now let- 
test thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word: For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou - 
hast prepared before the face of all 
people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
Note the order of divine blessing to 
nations. Simeon puts Gentiles first in 
the divine order of mercies to men. 
Simeon thus was given a glimpse of 
God’s program for this age. The Lord’s 
offer to Israel was rejected, and now 
they must wait for their mercies “until 
the fulness of the Gentiles” is come. 
Let all who know the Lord’s salvation 
sing with Simeon. Pray for Woody 
Orphan Home, Matanzas, Cuba. 


Sun.—Philippians 2:5-11. 
When God Became Man. 
PRAYER SucGcEstions: “Christ Jesus... 
being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is 
above every name.” Ever be amazed 
at the wonder of God’s incarnation in 
human flesh. There could be no sal- 
vation without it; nor could there be 
sufficient divine revelation without God 
manifesting Himself in human flesh. 
“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and. truth” 
(John 1:14). Let all who know His 
salvation worship Him. Pray for the 
South Sea Evangelical Mission, Sydney, 
N.S.W., Australia. d 


we 


God always honors those who purpose 
in their hearts to honor Him, and He 
always makes it possible for them to 
glorify Him in spite of circumstances.— 
H. A. Ironside. 


(27) 997 
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| A Gift for Clnistmas and 


OU of the Nlew Year! 


52 WEEKLY ISSUES OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


FOR YOUR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Please send the TIMES for one year (52 issues) to 
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A subscription to THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times could be the most satisfying and helpful 
gift a friend or loved one may receive this Christ- 
mas. An Iowa reader writes: A paper such as 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times is a wonderful 
discovery to every new subscriber. Such was 
the experience in my case. My congratulations 
on your paper, our prayers are surely with you. 


Another reader, from Indiana, has written: 
Thanks for more than words convey 
for the inspiration and instruction of 
every copy of THE Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times. I send it to every niece and 
nephew and others. Praise God for it. 


You, too, can have a part in this special min- 
istry by giving subscriptions to the Times as 
gifts for Christmas or for other occasions. Sub- 
scriptions may be entered for any number of 
weeks desired. 

An attractive Christmas gift card will be sent 
in your name for each gift subscription, or we 
will mail the cards directly to you if you prefer. 





Rates for addresses in the United States and possessions 
are: 


Six months (26 issues).......... $2.00 
One year (52 issues)............ 4.00 
ND EE ooo vinic ws sso senene 7.25 
I IE. sisige ole oeaisicaesee 15.00 


Five or more subscriptions, $3.00 each per year. One 
free subscription will be given for each ten paid. 

(Please add to the above rates 25 cents per year each 
subscription for Canadian addresses and $1.50 each per 
year for foreign addresses.) 


May we have your list with remittance. 
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